
Alan German & Chris Taylor
Ottawa PC Users’ Group

June 25, 2025 



Bootloaders?

• How does a boot loader 
actually work? 

• What is happening from 
the time you press the 
power button to the time 
the desktop is ready for 
use.

Steve Parker



How Computers BOOT: 
From Startup to Viruses

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rmgla4yeCXw



Survey says…

Survey at Q&A on 2025-06-18

27 people responded

List came from Perplexity.AI
• Ten Most Frequently Asked 

Questions About Using Windows 



Which questions about 
Windows interest you?

0 5 10 15 20 25

Update Windows (monthly updates)

Install or upgrade Windows

Troubleshoot startup

Personalize desktop, taskbar, & Start menu

Troubleshoot printer connections

Install, uninstall, & troubleshoot apps

Manage accounts, passwords, & sign-in…

Improve performance

Back up data & recover files or reset…

Manage privacy & security settings

27 people responded

19 (70%)

17 (63%)

17 (63%)

15 (56%)

14 (52%)

11 (41%)

9 (33%)

5 (19%)

4 (15%)

3 (11%)



Call to action

• Now we need mini- (or not so mini-) presentations

• Do you have knowledge about any of the topics you 
could pass on to others?

̶ you don’t need to be an expert!

̶ maybe you have some ideas

̶ maybe you have some ideas that cover part of an issue

̶ can be the start of a discussion

• Let us know at SuggestionBox@opcug.ca

̶ we will reserve time for your presentation at a future Q&A



Share Patch Tuesday Blog

• From the people who brought us Patch My PC 
we now have the Patch Tuesday Blog

• An attempt to identify all of Microsoft's attempts 
to patch its own software with discussion

• A bit overwhelming for me but maybe useful to 
others. 

https://patchtuesday.com/Stewart Bruce









Best Wi-Fi range extender?

• Had a NETGEAR Wi-Fi range extender WN3000RP

̶ at least 6 years old

̶ worked quite well

̵ died with help from some children

• Anyone have specific recommendations for a 
replacement unit

• Use 2.4 GHz band

Bea Alt



Future proofing

Might be too expensive to 
go for Wi-Fi 6E or 7
• over $200

Even though you may only use 2.4 GHz band now
• tomorrow you may want to use the 5 GHz band

• shorter distance but faster speeds

Aim for range extender that 
supports Wi-Fi 5 or Wi-Fi 6
• most under $100

Check: most Wi-Fi 5 devices 
also support 2.4 GHz



Other recommendation?

• Over to you…



https://opcug.ca/qa/







OneDrive Client for Linux



• Alex Braunegg
    Maintainer – OneDrive Client for Linux

• Thank you for your recent article in the June 2025 
issue of the Ottawa PC Users' Group newsletter

• Enter the response uri [sic] from your browser

    When the URL changes, it technically becomes a 
    URI (Uniform Resource Identifier), as it uses the 
    http scheme to identify a resource.  In this case,
   “URI” is correct terminology. 



URL vs. URI

URI (Uniform Resource Identifier)

• Uniquely identifies a resource, which can be 
a location (URL), a name (URN), or both

URL (Uniform Resource Locator)

• Identifies and provides the means to locate a 
resource on the Internet, 

    e.g. a website (https://opcug.ca)

URN (Uniform Resource Name)

• Provide a persistent, location-independent 
identifier for a resource

     e.g. a book (urn:isbn:9780596154486)

* URL and URN are subsets of URI



• I know this step confuses many users. 

• While I’ve attempted to clarify it in the documentation, 
I agree a visual example would help — I’ll work on 
improving that section.

• Additionally, the new v2.5.6 release of the client 
introduces support for both Microsoft Intune and the 
Microsoft OAuth2 Device Authorisation Flow, 
allowing users to authenticate without the interactive 
URI copying method entirely.

• You can read the full release notes here: 
https://github.com/abraunegg/onedrive/releases/tag/v2.5.6



Thanks again for your support and for 
helping share the project with the wider 
Linux community.



YouTubeTech

Getting rid of
OneDrive sync

• AskLeo (Leo Notenboom)

̶ My OneDrive-free Experiment

• OneDrive creates many problems for many users

̶ OneDrive has become a problematic mess for many people

̶ two biggest issues

̵ horrific OneDrive backup feature, that can lead to data loss

̵ OneDrive storage limits that can lead to data loss

• Very important to understand difference between

̶ OneDrive in the cloud

̶ OneDrive sync to PC

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v9l1WDgJVAw



YouTubeTech

OneDrive cloud & OneDrive sync

• OneDrive in the cloud can be useful storage
̶ important files stored where they:

̵ are safe from local disaster (fire, theft, etc.)

̵ can be shared with others

• OneDrive sync allows 2-way synchronization of files 
between OneDrive cloud and local computer(s)

• Microsoft in their <sarcasm on>infinite wisdom<sarcasm off>

̶ decided to turn on OneDrive sync

̶ decided to change default save location for Office docs to a 
synchronized folder

̶ decided to turn on OneDrive backup

̶ all without
̵ telling you

̵ informing you of ramifications



YouTubeTech

Turning off OneDrive sync

• Leo’s video details how to

̶ ensure your existing files are in a safe place of your choosing

̶ remove OneDrive app on your computer to disable sync

Text version of video
https://askleo.com/my-onedrive-free-experiment/

Course on OneDrive (US$39.97)
https://askleo.com/product/all-about-onedrive-online-course/

Other articles from Leo on OneDrive
https://askleo.com/tag/onedrive/



YouTubeTech

Don’t Rely on System Restore

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MxFh4puWAD0

Steve Parker



YouTubeTech

Don’t Rely on System Restore

• It doesn’t restore your system

• Essentially, it’s a registry backup

• It’s unreliable

• I turn it off

• It’s just not worth it

• Use disk imaging software instead



What is System Restore?

• Feature introduced in Windows Millenium Edition (ME)

̶ 25 years ago…

• What does it do?

̶ allows you to revert your computer’s

̵ system files, installed applications, registry, & system settings

̶ to a previous state, known as a restore point

• Restore points created when
significant system events occur

̶ e.g. installing new software, drivers, or Windows updates

• Can manually create restore points at any time



What gets Restored?

• System Files and Settings
̶ reverts Windows system files, installed applications, drivers, and 

registry settings to the state they were in at the selected restore point

̶ including changes made by Windows updates, driver installations, 
and software installations or removals

• Programs and Drivers
̶ programs & drivers installed after restore point are uninstalled

̶ programs & drivers removed after restore point will be restored

̶ Scan for affected programs lists affected programs and drivers

• Windows Configuration
̶ settings part of the system configuration, such as system services 

and registry entries, are reverted to their previous state

https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/system-restore-
a5ae3ed9-07c4-fd56-45ee-096777ecd14e



What doesn’t get restored?

• Personal Files

̶ documents, photos, music, videos, and other personal files

̶ doesn’t touch files stored in user folders like
Documents, Pictures, Videos, Desktop, etc.

• Folder Structure

̶ structure and contents of your personal folders remain 
unchanged

• System Restore isn’t a backup for personal files

• Can’t be used for disaster recovery

̶ e.g. hard disk crash

• It is a tool for reverting system-level changes



Configure System Restore

Settings > System > About > System protection

…or click Start > type restore point > 
choose Create a restore point

Choose
• System drive

• no sense with other drives
• Configure

Enable

Adjust



Using Restore points

Click System Restore

No…
• understand what is restored

Click Show more… to 
see all restore points

Select a restore point & click 
Scan for affected programs



Affected programs and drivers

See what programs and drivers will
• be removed

See what programs and drivers might
• be restored
Note the caution:
• programs that might be restored 

might not work correctly…and 
might need to be reinstalled

Be sure to record this info



Restoring

Select restore point 
and click Next

…and follow the prompts



What if Windows won’t start?

• If Windows fails to start multiple times, it enters
̶ Windows Recovery Environment (WinRE)

• Force WinRE using the power button
̶ turn on computer

̶ at Windows logo, press & hold power button to force a shutdown

̶ repeat process two more times

̶ on the next startup, Windows should display Automatic Repair

• Using a recovery drive or installation media
̶ insert USB drive and boot from it

̶ click Repair your computer

Choose Troubleshoot > Advanced options > System Restore
• follow the prompts

https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/windows-
recovery-environment-0eb14733-6301-41cb-8d26-06a12b42770b



Does System Restore work?

• The proper answer to almost all questions when it comes 
to computers…That depends

• I have heard from multiple people, including a techie 
who worked for Microsoft

̶ System Restore didn’t work for me

• I have also heard from multiple people

̶ System restore worked great!

• Your mileage may vary

• Always have another means of recovery such as a full 
system image backup

• System Restore might work and little harm in trying



Share Disk Imaging – Part 1 - Backup

• Second most popular item in our recent poll:

           Back up data and recover files or
           reset Windows            17/27 (63%)

• Four-part mini-series

        1.  Installation and full disk backup

        2.  Incremental backup of a partition

        3.  Restore partitions, files and folders

        4.  Creating and Using an Emergency (rescue) disk 

• EaseUS Todo Backup Free Edition
    https://www.easeus.com/download/tbf-download.html





Close



But, just in case you really want to buy!



Close this pop-up and press Free Download 
again to bypass this option





Initial download is only 3 MB... Installer
downloads 178 MB exe file









Check Don’t show this again









Default target
Click to change





Browse for preferred
target drive...



















Disk 0_20250620_Full_v1.pbd



Next Time

Creating a set of incremental backups

and making a second full disk image 

backup



Any other:

   Questions

   Comments

   Shares?



https://booking.biblioottawalibrary.ca/en/program?text=pc+users

Armchair Travel – Norway
Lynda Buske
Alta Vista, Thursday Jun 26, 2025 at 6:00pm



https://booking.biblioottawalibrary.ca/en/program?text=pc+users

Fun With Fonts: 
The Art and Science of Typography
Chris Taylor
Carlingwood, Monday Jun 30, 2025 at 6:00pm



Send your questions,

answers, and topics 

you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca
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