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Share No more cookie pop-ups?

https://www.pcworld.com/article/2766210/brave-browsers-
newest-tool-swats-away-those-annoying-cookie-pop-ups.html







Share May 1—World Password Day

• Create & use strong passwords

̶ long: at least 18 characters

̶ unique: not used anywhere else

̶ four or more words:

̵ think passphrase rather than password

̵ easier to remember & type

̵ not easily guessed

̶ not a common phrase or pattern

• Don’t share passwords

• Use a password manager

̶ average person manages over 160 accounts

• Use Multi-factor-authentication (MFA)



Share NIST Password Guidelines

• Updated 2024-08-28

• Aimed at those defining requirements for passwords
̶ e.g. websites making you create a password-protected account

• Some highlights
̶ minimum 15 characters

̶ permit maximum password length of at least 64 characters

̶ permit Unicode characters

̶ no requirement for complexity

̶ no requirement to change password periodically

̶ no knowledge-based authentication 
̵ e.g. What was the name of your first pet?

̶ no password hints

https://pages.nist.gov/800-63-4/sp800-63b.html



Share Unblurimage AI Photo 
Enhancer

https://unblurimage.ai/

https://unblurimage.ai/


Share Unblurimage AI Photo 
Enhancer

Easily unblur images and sharpen photos for free.



Share Unblurimage AI Photo 
Enhancer

Drag and drop the photo to be enhanced.



Share Unblurimage AI Photo 
Enhancer

Download the unblurred photo.



Share The GS-GOAT

• The greatest strategy game of all time!

• Civilization started in 1991

• The latest release, Version VII came out just 
a couple of months ago

• A recent video:
https://video.cloudflare.steamstatic.com/store_trailers/
257067813/movie_max_vp9.webm?t=1729770988

Steve Parker



Share Reuse of Older Computers

• Hobbyists still use RS232 ports for electronic devices.

• The port has 9 pins. (5 above & 4 below)

• Adaptors from RS232 to USB seldom work.

• A convertor is needed to combine the original signal 
to flow through USB before it is decoded to the 
original form to be processed by software.

• The convertor & software are often device specific.

• The cost of new equipment is like buying a car.

Solution: Obtain older working computers with RS 232!

Phil Logan for OPCUG



Share Windows Product Key

I asked Copilot

“How do I find my Windows Product Key?”

Command Prompt/PowerShell Method

• Open Command Prompt or Powershell as administrator.

• Type wmic path SoftwareLicensingService get OA3xOriginalProductKey 

• Press Enter to Run the command.

• Your license key should appear on the screen.

It worked for me!

Phil Logan for OPCUG



Share Saga of a failing laptop screen

Not impossible to use
• but difficult to see anything 

on right side of screen

Laptop lost screen backlighting
for most of the right side

Particularly dark in system tray



Share Repurposing laptop

• Laptop was completely usable…

̶  if hooked up to an external monitor

• Maybe would be ideal for me to try out Linux

̶ no added hardware cost

̶ had a spare 23" HD (1920x1080) monitor

• Alan’s approach to Trading Up To Linux

̶ https://opcug.ca/Articles/2410NEWS.pdf

̶ baby steps

̶ create a bootable USB drive

̶ run Linux without affecting Windows on computer in any way



Share Trying Linux

• Downloaded ISO of Linux Mint

• Downloaded and ran Balena Etcher

̶ burned Linux ISO to old 4 GB flash drive lying around

• Stuck flash drive into laptop

Powered on laptop and hit F12 like a frenzied maniac
• boot menu appeared with Linux on flash drive as option



Share Trying Linux

Until…

Computer booted Linux from the flash drive
• everything seemed to run fine
• tested a few of the apps
• connected to WiFi

Left laptop running while I worked on other things



Share

The backlighting lit up the entire screen!!!

All of a sudden!!!!!

Rebooted to Linux
• entire backlighting remained



Share Rebooted into Windows

Entire backlighting remained

Rebooted multiple times
over several days
•  Windows & Linux
•  entire backlighting remained



Share Only possible conclusion…

Linux fixes hardware failures!



Trading up to Linux – Part 10

• Previously, we looked at installing and running 
Windows programs in Linux

• Wine and Play On Linux

• Office 2010 has a Platinum rating in Wine AppDB

• However, Office 365 has a Garbage rating!

• We can’t install and run Office 365 in Linux

• Can we use the web apps?

• Can we run Word 365 in a browser?





No File > Open !





Upload





So, where is my file?



It seems to be in OneDrive > My files





No File > Save !



Saving is automatic, but back to the cloud!



https://github.com/abraunegg/onedrive



https://github.com/bpozdena/OneDriveGUI



OneDrive

OneDriveGUI



















Can I run Windows 11 
from a flash drive?

• Is it possible to install windows 11 on a USB drive?

̶ I would use it only once or twice a month

• If yes

̶ can it be a USB 3.0 drive?

̶ someone mentioned USB 3.2

̵ my computers are not quite young enough for that

Normand



Windows To Go

• Feature in Windows 10 Enterprise and Education

̶ allowed you to run Windows from a flash drive

• Not available in Windows 11



Third party solutions

• None are supported by Microsoft

• Totally free

̶ Rufus

• Free and paid versions

̶ suspicious when a company has both free & paid versions

̶ check if the features you want/need are in free version!

̶ Hasleo WinToUSB

̶ EaseUS OS2GO

̶ AOMEI Partition Assistant



What you need

• Third-party program of choice

• Min 16 GB high-quality flash drive that is as fast as possible
̶ Steve Gibson’s ValiDrive reports performance reading & writing

̵ https://www.grc.com/validrive.htm

• USB 3.0 minimum for ports & flash drive or a lot of time

• Windows source
̶ Windows ISO installation file

̵ https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/software-download/windows11

̶ some tools permit

̵ Windows DVD, WIM (Windows Image file), VHD (Virtual Hard Drive)

̵ clone existing Windows installation

- but this may not be compatible with target computer!

https://www.grc.com/validrive.htm
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/software-download/windows11


• https://rufus.ie/en/ 

• Totally free

• Can only install from ISO

• In Rufus, choose

̶ Device: flash drive

̶ Boot selection: the ISO file

̶ Image option: Windows To Go

https://rufus.ie/en/


• Free
̶ https://www.easyuefi.com/wintousb/index.html

• Pro
̶ https://www.easyuefi.com/wintousb/wintousb-pro.html 

̶ US$30 for 2 computers

• Can install from

̶ ISO, Windows DVD, WIM, VHD…

̶ existing Windows installation

• Comparison between free and pro
̶ https://www.easyuefi.com/wintousb/index.html#comparison

̶ Paid version required for anything other than Windows Home

https://www.easyuefi.com/wintousb/index.html
https://www.easyuefi.com/wintousb/wintousb-pro.html
https://www.easyuefi.com/wintousb/index.html#comparison


• https://www.easeus.com/utilities/ostogo.html 

• Trial version available

̶ …limited features and can only be used for a limited time

̶ not clear if trial version will create Windows To Go…

• Paid version: US$30 for one computer

• Can install from

̶ ISO

̶ current Windows installation

https://www.easeus.com/utilities/ostogo.html


• Free
̶ https://www.diskpart.com/features/windows-to-go-creator.html 

• Pro version can create portable Windows to run on Mac

̶ US$50 per year or US$60 lifetime

• Can install from

̶ ISO

̶ current Windows installation

https://www.diskpart.com/features/windows-to-go-creator.html


Any other:

   Questions

   Comments

   Shares?



https://biblioottawalibrary.ca/en/program?text=pc+users

How to Make a Hard Copy Photo Book
Lynda Buske
Cumberland, Saturday May 3, 2025 at 2:00pm

How to Secure a Home Wireless Network
Chris Taylor
Richmond, Monday May 5, 2025 at 6:00pm 
(Note: registration is full, so don't try to register - just come)

Quick Tips: how to use free AI tools in your daily life
Chris Taylor
Emerald Plaza, Tuesday May 6, 2025 at 6:00pm
(Note: registration is full, so don't try to register - just come)



May Meeting

Computers 

to the Moon

Mark Schulman
Central Florida Computer Society

May 14, 2025

7:30 pm



What computer-related 
topics would you like to 
hear about?
Do you have a 
presentation that you 
would like to make to 
the club?
Do you know a fantastic 
speaker with an 
interesting topic?

OPCUG Meeting Coordinator
alan.german@opcug.ca



Send your questions,
answers, and topics 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca
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