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• What is the best way to make a complete Virtual 
Machine of my existing Windows 10 Pro SSD on an 
upgraded Windows 11 Pro SSD?

• This will make it easier to compare and re-customize 
what gets lost in translation

• I have installed VirtualBox, VMware Workstation 
(now free from Broadcom), Macrium viBoot and 
Windows Sandbox

• Macrium viBoot should have been the easiest, except 
the program crashed when selecting the .mrimg file

• Trying Sysinternals Disk2vhd next...

Best Virtual Machine 

Steve Parker



Share Moore’s Law

April 19, 1965 (60 years ago)
Electronics magazine published article by Gordon Moore (Intel co-founder)

• predicted the number of transistors in integrated circuits would double every year
• 1975 revised prediction

to every 2 years

No consensus on
when Moore's law 
will cease to apply

https://en.wikipedia.or
g/wiki/Moore%27s_law

But the capital cost of a 
semiconductor fabrication 
plant increases 
exponentially over time



Share Badging Gmail

• Installed Gmail as a PWA (progressive web app)

• PWA: web page that looks and feels like a separate app
̶ gets its own icon on Windows taskbar

̶ separate from Chrome as a web browser

• I use two email programs
̶ Thunderbird for one email account gets “badging”

̵ can tell at a glance if there is unread email

̶ Gmail PWA (for Gmail account) doesn’t get badging
̵ can’t see if there is unread email

Gmail doesn’t show unread emails
Thunderbird shows unread emails



Share Gmail as PWA in Chrome

• Using Google Chrome, go to your Gmail Inbox

• Click the kebab menu (top-right)

• Click More tools

• Click sub-menu option Create shortcut...

• Name the shortcut Gmail

• Important: check box labelled Open as window

• Once new Gmail window opens

̶ right-click Gmail icon on taskbar and choose Pin to taskbar



Share Install extension

• Chrome web store

̶ https://chromewebstore.google.com/

• Search for & install Gmail Taskbar Unread Badge

̶ may need to restart Gmail running as PWA

• In Windows Settings

̶ Personalization > Taskbar > Taskbar behaviours >
Show badges on taskbar apps

Gmail icon now shows number of unread emails



Bing vs Google for search



Suggestions in the Chat Window

• The majority of comments were from members 
indicating a preference for DuckDuckGo 

https://duckduckgo.com











Share Quandry of quishing

https://grahamcluley.com/smashing-security-podcast-412/
• quishing portion begins @ 17:20

Smashing Security podcast #412



Share QR code vulnerabilities

• Quishing: QR code phishing
̶ you don’t necessarily know where you will end up

̶ 12% of all phishing emails in 1st half 2024 contained a QR code

• Hijacking switch attacks
̶ malicious QR code put over a legit QR code

̵ e.g. to pay for parking or charging electric vehicles

• Privacy invasion attacks
̶ woman accidentally shared her restaurant ordering code while 

sharing food photos

̶ others used her code to order $60,000 worth of food

• Brushing scams
̵ scammers sends an unsolicited package

- often appearing to be from Amazon

̵ QR code to report to vendor—takes you to phishing site



Share Interesting stats

• Quishing increased 10-fold between 2021 & 2024

• Global payments using QR codes expected to exceed 
US$2.7T in 2025

• More info in show notes for Smashing Security 412

̶ https://grahamcluley.com/smashing-security-podcast-412/



Share Protecting yourself

• Education
̶ stay informed about quishing tactics
̶ share knowledge with friends, family, & colleagues

• Verify the source
̶ verify legitimacy prior to scanning any QR code
̶ be cautious of QR codes received in unsolicited emails or public places

• Use secure QR code scanners
̶ some QR code scanner apps provide preview of URL before opening
̶ caution: scammers can use URL shorteners to hide malicious links

• Avoid scanning random QR codes
̶ don’t scan QR codes in unexpected or suspicious contexts

̵ e.g. flyers on the street or messages from unknown senders

• Leverage phishing-resistant multi-factor authentication
̶ enable phishing-resistant MFA on your online accounts

̵ adds extra layer of security
̵ more difficult for scammers even if they obtain sign-in credentials

• Avoid scanning any QR codes!



Windows 10 / Windows 11  

Bob Herres



What Happened to Desktop Gadgets?

Mini Applications lived on your 
Desktop



What is GadgetPack?

A free utility that restores 

Windows Desktop Gadgets to Windows 10  & 11

• Formerly known as 8GadgetPack

• Created by Helmut Buhler (Germany)

• First released in July 2012

• Latest version: December 2024



Why Use GadgetPack?
Why not Windows Widgets? 

Gadgets remain visible on Desktop, at all times

Gadgets can be placed anywhere

Free Gadgets: Over 60 
vs. 

Widgets:  31 (some are paid) 

Gadgets offer better 
customization options



This writer prefers Desktop Gadgets for 

practicality, convenience & ease of use…



What Gadgets are available?

Page 1 of 3



What Gadgets are available?
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What Gadgets are available?

Page 3 of 3 



You might think “60 Gadgets is a lot” 

But what you’ve seen, is just the surface

Many of these gadgets are highly customizable, 
with multiple styles, features, and settings!

It actually offers 9 Distinct Designs, 

each with or without a second hand, 

and much more…

For example, that simple Desktop Clock?



Gadgets I’m using now



Gadgets I’m using now



Everything is

Fun and Easy to Customize



• Passion Project by developer  Helmut Buhler

• Non-commercial motivation

Why is Gadgetpack Free?

• Community-focused 

approach

• No ads or paid upgrades

• Relies on user appreciation



Installing GadgetPack

• Download from official website:       

gadgetpack.net

• Run the installer (approx. 17MB)

• Complete installation wizard

• Right-click desktop and select "Gadgets"

• Enjoy Choosing Gadgets!



gadgetpack.net



YouTubeTech

The Real Reason Windows is Free - 
And what that costs you!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9KNhHThIU84



Windows Update Error

• Has anyone seen and fixed a download error for:

       2025-04 Cumulative Update for Windows 10
      Version 22H2 for x86-based Systems (KB5055518)













Password restrictions

• I have given Keeping passwords safe presentation
about 20 times

̶ I take passwords seriously

̶ I realize the importance of
strong passwords

• I fully support websites requiring
strong passwords 

̶ especially if they follow NIST guidelines

̵ https://pages.nist.gov/800-63-4/sp800-63b.html

Requirements that don’t
make sense frustrate me!



Decided on a 21-character complex password
• uppercase
• lowercase
• number
• special character

Copied password to the clipboard

Needed a new account at (unnamed) website

Created a new entry in password manager



Put cursor in Password field

Hit Ctrl-v (paste)

Nothing happened

Website had disabled ability to paste password
• WTF‽‽‽



Typed in password manually

Re-entered password manually

Clicked eyeball to reveal password

Error message
• Must include special character

IFaPassworddontWork9!   has   !
• ! on list of special characters at site



Missing ! at end

Tried to add it

Only 20 characters allowed
• I repeat…WTF‽‽‽



Changed password from
• IfaPassworddontWork9!

 to
• If!PassworddontWork9

Error message
• Restricted words not permitted
• didn’t say what words were restricted

Guessed they objected to Password



Changed password
• included !@#*S 

Password worked…finally

What the !@#*S ‽‽‽



Any other:

   Questions

   Comments

   Shares?



https://biblioottawalibrary.ca/en/program?text=pc+users

Quick Tips: How to use free AI tools 
in Your Daily Life
Chris Taylor
Rosemount, Thursday Apr 24, 2025 at 6:00pm
 

Keeping Passwords Safe
Chris Taylor
Centennial, Friday Apr 25, 2025 at 2:00pm

Macro Photography
Lynda Buske
Elmvale Acres, Saturday Apr 26, 2025 at 2:00pm



Send your questions,
answers, and topics 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca
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