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Skype Alternatives

• Microsoft is discontinuing Skype in May

• Suggested alternatives:

̶ Jitsi Meet

̶ TrueConf Server Free

̶ FreeConference.com

̶ Meet Hour

̶ Facetime (started from an Apple device)

̶ WhatsApp



WhatsApp

• Messaging, voice and video calls

• End-to-end encryption

• Family chats, group conversations

• Screen sharing

• Need Android or iPhone as a primary phone to 
register an account and link new devices

     (No VOIP or landline)

• Windows, Mac, or Android

• Max four devices linked to your primary phone

https://www.whatsapp.com



Jitsi Meet

• Free video conferencing

• Open source

• No account needed

• Fully encrypted 

• Invite multiple users with a simple, custom URL

• Use all day, every day

• Share your desktop

• Integrated chat

• Server installation option

https://meet.jit.si











YouTubeTech

Differences between
Windows 10 & 11

• Good Ask Leo! Video
̶ as we close in on Windows 10 end-of-life

̶ focus on things end users will notice
̵ and care about

• Elephant in the motherboard: hardware requirements
̶ Trusted Platform Module v2.0

̶ UEFI, Secure Boot

̶ compatible CPU

̶ other hardware changes
̵ no 32-bit, min RAM, min disk space, DirectX, min screen resolution

• Look and feel

• Built-in app changes

• Under-the-hood changes many won’t notice or care about

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u5gSQhfHvqI



Problems moving to Windows 11

• My desktop computer says it qualifies for Windows 11

• It downloads twice every day but never installs

• I can’t stop it from repeating this process and using up 
valuable access time for the things I wish to do

• Other updates download

• Some install

• Some say they can’t install with a KB error code but 
actually do install

• Some don’t install at all and give me an error code

Phil Logan



Searching the Internet provides the 

following suggestions:
 

1. Run Windows Update Troubleshooter

2. Restart Windows Update Services

3. Clear Windows Update Cache

4. Run System File Checker and DISM Health scans

5. Manually Install Pending Updates

6. Flush DNS cache

7. Check for Storage or Disk Errors Using chkdsk

8. Check Windows Logs for Errors in Event Viewer

9. Perform an In-place Upgrade via USB
 



9. Perform an In-place Upgrade via USB

• I have performed many of the suggested solutions.

• At this point, an in-place upgrade appears to be my 
only real option

 

Any other suggestions?



Share Nefarious Captcha

• Starting point is a non-standard I’m not a 
robot captcha

“Standard” captcha



Share Nefarious Captcha

• Starting point is a non-standard I’m not a 
robot captcha

• Problem captcha has a series of steps:

1. Press Windows Key + R

2. Press Ctrl +V

3. Press Enter 

“Standard” captcha



• Windows Key + R  =  Run

• Ctrl + V  =  Paste (from clipboard)

• Enter  =  Go!

• Javascript is used to load text onto the clipboard

But...



• Following the text that is displayed is an 
mshta* command that runs a .hta* file to 
download malware

    * mshta.exe is a signed Windows
       executable file (a “good” guy)

       hta is essentially a script file

Do you really want to Run – Paste – Enter?



Nefarious Captcha

Or whatever it actually looks like...  Don’t!

https://www.pcworld.com/article/2633357/beware-this-sneaky-
new-captcha-that-might-trick-you-into-malware.html



Share When AI cheats

• Time article:
When AI Thinks It Will Lose, It Sometimes Cheats

̶ When sensing defeat in a match against a skilled chess bot, they don’t 
always concede, instead sometimes opting to cheat by hacking their 
opponent so that the bot automatically forfeits the game

• DeepSeek R1 tried to cheat 11% of the time

̶ but failed

• OpenAI’s o1-preview tried
to cheat 37% of the time

̶ succeeded 6% of the time

https://time.com/7259395/ai-chess-cheating-palisade-research/



Share Get the latest AI news

• The Rundown AI

̶ website with tons of articles on the latest in the AI world

̶ free email newsletter

• Get the latest AI news, understand why it matters, and learn 
how to apply it in your work — all in just 5 minutes a day

• Join 1,000,000+ subscribers

https://www.therundown.ai



ChatGPT Book Recommendations

• Looking to learn more about ChatGPT & AI

• Came across 2 books on Amazon

̶ Killer ChatGPT Prompts (Sept. 13, 2023)

̵ https://www.amazon.ca/Killer-ChatGPT-
Prompts-Harness-Success/dp/1394225253/

̵ Amazon rating 3.9 on 4 ratings

̶ ChatGPT For Dummies (June 27, 2023)

̵ https://www.amazon.ca/ChatGPT-Dummies-
Pam-Baker/dp/1394204639/

̵ Amazon rating 3.7 on 219 ratings

• Any opinions?

• Any other recommendations?
Anna JURATOVAC



Share Melding Files and Folders

• Maintain an archive of copies of installation 
software

• The WMatch32 utility allows selection of
     one or more files for copying or deletion

• The program is old, no longer supported 
(and may not be available)

• Is there an alternative?  





Copy
  Move
    Delete
      Synchronize time   

All
  Alike
    Different

Swap panes Compare date/size
  Compare content
    Compare files/folders
      Up one level   



Different Files



Alike Files



Compare Files using Content



Copy to the right















Right-click on file
   



https://meldmerge.org









Weird screen layout
Select first folder on the left!





Selects the entire drive !











Select file types
e.g. Modified
       (different) 



Exclude file types
e.g. No JPG, PNG*

* Uncheck Media to
   display image files



Menu > Preferences



Open a recent comparison





New file on source

File already present on target



Goto next change

Copy right

Delete



WMatch32
PC Magazine
No longer available (?)

Total Commander
Ghisler Software GmbH

https://www.ghisler.com

Meld
Kai Willadsen, Stephen Kennedy, 

   and Vincent Legoll

https://meldmerge.org



Any other:

   Questions

   Comments

   Shares?



https://biblioottawalibrary.ca/en/program?text=pc+users

Armchair Travel - Alaska
Lynda Buske
On-line, Thursday Mar 20, 2025 at 6:00pm

Protecting your PC
Chris Taylor
Cumberland, Saturday Mar 22, 2025 at 2:00pm

How to Buy a PC
Chris Taylor
Ruth E. Dickinson, Tuesday Mar 25, 2025 at 2:00pm



Join your local computer club

Join OPCUG before March 31st

Pay the annual membership fee of $20.00

We will give you a second-year’s 
membership at no extra cost!
 

 

     
https://opcug.ca/join-or-renew/

Shop Local

Buy Canadian!



Already an OPCUG Member?

Do not renew your 
membership !

Your membership 
expiry date will be 
extended by another
year at no cost



Send your questions,
answers, and topics 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca
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