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New Year Resolutions

1.  Showcase your favourite phone app

    at the monthly meeting on March 12

Send E-mail to:  SuggestionBox@opcug.ca

2.  Ask your computer-related question

     or present a share at Q&A   

3.  Tell us what you would like to know

      at Q&A or as a topic for a monthly

      meeting 
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Computer
Basics Coming Soon...

• Making rescue disks for Windows and 
Disk Imagers

• Backup strategies for full disk and 
incremental images

• Restoring images and specific files/folders

• Locating and storing software activation 
codes

• Everything else – TBD!!!



• March 12, 2025 monthly meeting

• Useful apps for smartphones and tablets

• Android or iPhone/iPad

• Showcase your favourite app

• Send the name of the app to: 
SuggestionBox@opcug.ca

• First come – first served

• No duplicates!

 

SMARTPHONE ESSENTIALS
All the Best Apps for your Smartphone



YouTubeTech

How to Revive an Old Slow Laptop

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVzve9KNBeQ



Share
Mobile Communications
Best Practice Guidance

• US Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA)
̶ Mobile Communications Best Practice Guidance 

• Response to Chinese govt. state-sponsored cyber espionage
• Guidance includes:

̶ use only communication apps with end-to-end encryption;
̶ use Fast Identity Online (FIDO) phishing-resistant authentication;
̶ use a password manager;
̶ set a Telco PIN;
̶ regularly update software;
̶ opt for latest hardware from cell phone manufacturer; and
̶ don’t use personal virtual private networks (VPNs)

• Platform-specific recommendations for iPhones & Android 
devices

https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-12/guidance-mobile-
communications-best-practices.pdf



Share Membership trends

Note: excludes anyone who left the question blank
n=86 responses



n=192 members
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Windows accounts

• I generally lean to using Local Accounts rather than 
Microsoft Accounts

Q&A 2022-07-06
• https://opcug.ca/qa_recordings/20220706_PowerPoint.pdf

Q&A 2023-02-15
• https://opcug.ca/qa_recordings/20230215_PowerPoint.pdf

Setting Up a New Computer – First Things
• https://opcug.ca/Articles/2105NEWS.pdf



Microsoft Account recap

• Pros
̶ sync settings between multiple PCs

̶ automatically sign into Microsoft services
̵ Microsoft Store, Outlook.com, etc.

̶ automatically enable full -disk encryption for the system drive

̶ password recovery for forgotten passwords

• Cons
̶ if you share your password so they can access your computer

̵ given them access to all Microsoft services tied to that account: other 
computers, Outlook.com, OneDrive, etc.

̶ profile name/user folder created from first 5 characters of the MSA
̵ MSA of bea.stevens@rogers.com: C:\Users\beast

̶ may not want settings synchronized between multiple computers



Local Account recap

• Pros

̶ everything is kept local to the computer

̵ nothing is shared between multiple computers

̶ user profile is named to match exactly the account name

• Cons

̶ no sync between computers

̶ no two-factor authentication

̶ no automatic sign-in to Microsoft services

̵ Microsoft Store, Outlook.com, etc.



Microsoft makes life difficult

• Microsoft really doesn’t want you to use local accounts

• First account created when setting up Windows

̶ defaults to being a Microsoft Account

• Work-arounds allowing Local Account as first account

̶ being cut off by Microsoft

• One method to make first account Local Account still 
exists (for now)

̵ Ask Leo on YouTube

̵ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62w1rKxOZMs

• But is it worth it?



My new computer

• I wanted a Local Account for day-to-day use

• Microsoft only makes it difficult to make first account a 
Local Account

̶ easy to create additional accounts as Local Accounts

• Solution

̶ when installing Windows, create a Microsoft Account

̵ no intention of ever using this account

̵ except emergency—e.g. Local Account locked out or corrupted

̶ as soon as installation complete, create a local account

̵ my normal account I use every day

̵ immediately sign in to this account to complete setting up

- adding software, moving data, etc.



Creating a Local Account

Settings > Accounts > Other users

Add account



Creating a Local Account

I don’t have this person’s sign-in information

Add a user without a Microsoft Account

User name, password, password hints



Creating a 
Local Account

Click on new user

Change account type

Change to Administrator



Benefits of solution

• Gets around Microsoft’s cat-and-mouse game of preventing 
the first account being a Local Account

• Follow Microsoft process
̶ first account will be an Administrator account

̶ can be used in emergencies

̵ e.g. your regular account is corrupted or forget password

• Make two more accounts
̶ Local Account as Administrator for emergencies

̵ I name it Rescue

̶ Local Account as Administrator for day-to-day use

̵ mine is CTaylor

• Record information for all accounts in password manager

̶ I create an entry in my password manager for each computer



Trading up to Linux – Part 9

Phase 3

• Activate the firewall

• Update the Linux system

• Configure/customize the desktop
 

Phase 4

• Install new applications
 

Phase 5

• Running Windows programs in Linux

























https://www.playonlinux.com





































File > Open

















Any other:

   Questions

   Comments

   Shares?



https://biblioottawalibrary.ca/en/program?text=pc+users

Armchair Travel - Iceland
Lynda Buske
Ruth E. Dickinson, Tuesday Jan 21, 2025 at 2:00pm 

Quick PC Tips: Enhancing capabilities and 
performance with free tools
Chris Taylor
Centennial, Thursday Jan 23, 2025 at 2:00pm

Keeping passwords safe with Chris Taylor
Rockcliffe Park, Thursday Jan 30, 2025 at 5:30pm



Join OPCUG before 
March 31st

Pay $20 for one-year’s 
membership

We will give you an 
additional year’s 
membership at no 
further cost!
 

https://opcug.ca/join-or-renew/



Already an OPCUG Member?

Do not renew your 
membership !

Your membership 
expiry date will be 
extended by another
year at no cost



January Meeting

AI Showdown

Bob Herres, OPCUG

January 8, 2025

7:30 pm



Send your questions,
answers, and topics 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca
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