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YouTubeTech

7 Ways to Improve Your Phone’s 
Battery Life (Android & iPhone)

• Lower screen brightness & use low power/battery saving mode

• If phone has OLED screen – use dark mode
̶ non-OLED screens have an “always on” backlight

• Use WiFi rather than cellular data: WiFi uses less power

• If in an area where you are not going to be using WiFi, turn it off

• Find which apps are using the most power
̶ restrict background use or uninstall unneeded apps

• See how often phone is checking for new mail
̶ Push notifications are constantly checking for new mail

• Replace the battery

• Avoid fast charging

• Use Optimized battery charging (iOS) / Adaptive charging (Android)

• Keep charge between 40% and 80%
̶ ideal, but don’t sweat it too much

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EABnKKK2yrs



YouTubeTech

Ad-blocking DNS

• Faster Internet Browsing For FREE - Adblocking DNS

̶ @Techquickie (from Linus Sebastian fame)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQL-tr6l5yg



YouTubeTech

Ad-blocking DNS

• DNS: phone book for Internet

̶ translates domain names such as double-click.net into IP 
addresses your computer needs to connect & load content

• Change DNS server setting

̶ use DNS server that knows about servers used to deliver ads

• Ads removed from your web browsing

̶ faster browsing

̵ less content to load

̶ less annoying browsing

̵ don’t have to see ads

̶ potential more secure browsing

̵ some malware delivered by ads

̶ no browser extension or additional software to load



YouTubeTech

• NextDNS (https://nextdns.io/)

̶ 300K free DNS queries per month, then reverts to no filtering
̶ CA$27.90/year unlimited queries & devices

• AdGuard DNS (https://adguard-dns.io/en/welcome.html)

̶ 300K free DNS queries per month, then reverts to no filtering
̶ US$19.99/year, 10M queries, 20 devices

• LibreDNS (https://libredns.gr/)

̶ crowd-sourced list of known advertising & tracking domains
̶ completely free

• Control D (https://controld.com/)

̶ US$12/year per endpoint

• DeCloudUs (https://decloudus.com/index.html)

̶ free – “prone to downtime”,throttled, one server in Germany
̶ US$5.88/year, not throttled, servers around world

• BlahDNS (https://blahdns.com/)

̶ free (donationware), servers in Singapore & Germany

• AhaDNS Blitz (https://ahadns.com/)

̶ free (donationware), servers in “most major cities of the world”



YouTubeTech

Pat Gelsinger and Linus Torvalds talk 
Linux, open source, technology and more

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0m4hlWx7oRk

“Penguins are kinda cool”      Linus Torvalds 



Any other:

   Questions

   Comments

   Shares?



One-on-one remote assistance

• The BOD is considering implementing a programme of 
one-on one remote assistance for club members

• We are currently seeking volunteers to provide a panel 
of “experts” who are able to help others

• Expertise can be specific (e.g. MS Word, Thunderbird) 
    or general (e.g. computer security)

• Aim is to be able to match expertise  
     to requests for assistance

                 Can you help?



Send an E-mail to
SuggestionBox@opcug.ca

...and indicate the computing areas 
in which you can provide assistance



Send your questions,
answers, and topics * 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca

* Questions, comments, and shares can be anonymous if requested
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