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Computer
Basics Using the Zoom Client – Part 2

• The Zoom client (app) can be installed on your 
PC to customize the user experience

• One useful feature is the Chat Window

• Ask for clarification

• Provide an answer to a question

• Ask an entirely new question! 

https://zoom.us  (Resources tab)



The Chat Window







Type your message in the chat window

• By default, the message will be available to 
everyone attending the session

• Widest audience, more chance of someone 
knowing the answer to a question

• Note that if you press Return, the message will be 
posted to the Chat Window

• This is equivalent to pressing the blue arrow in 
the lower-right corner of the message box (and can 
send your message before you really want to!) 

Send



Customize the Chat Window

Resize the window



Format



Format



Emoji



File





Reply



What are these options?



Direct messaging



Direct messaging

• Changing “To” is sticky!

• Don’t forget to change back to Everyone 
once you have finished direct messaging



Chat works!





Disable phone’s proximity sensor

• I often need to hold my Android smartphone 
close to my face in order to read text on the 
screen

• When I do this the display automatically 
turns off

• The phone’s proximity sensor is set to do this 
to avoid “pressing” icons when the phone is 
placed next to an ear to listen to a call

• How can I disable the proximity sensor for 
my purposes?    

Jeff Dubois



Setting on some Android phones

• Tap the "Phone" icon to open the Phone app.  

• Then, tap the “Menu“ button and select "Settings" or 
"Call Settings."

• Disable the proximity sensor setting in this menu. 

• The procedure and tools may vary depending on the 
model of phone and the version of Android you have. 

• Older versions of Android may not allow the same 
access to hardware functions as newer firmware 
versions.

https://www.techwalla.com/articles/how-to-disable-
the-proximity-sensor-on-an-android-smartphone



No (useful) setting on others!



Check a suspicious link on 
a smartphone

• Long-press embedded link 

• Copy Link Address (or Copy URL)

https://hbkcpa.com/insights/how-to-check-
embedded-links-on-your-mobile-device/



Check a suspicious link on 
a smartphone

1. Use a link checker tool (e.g. VirusTotal)

2. Make sure the site uses HTTPS

3. Look for legitimate contact information 

(friend – or foe?)

4. Examine Google reviews

5. Check the domain age and ownership (Whois search)

6. Utilize a backlink analysis tool [failed on .ca domains]

https://www.hostinger.com/tutorials/how-to-check-if-a-link-is-safe



Why weather notification???

• As of April 2024, when I start my laptop

̶ I get a weather popup at the centre bottom of my screen

̶ it disappears when I get to the login screen

• Questions:

̶ where does it come from?

̵ I did not set that up

̶ how do I turn it off/prevent it from popping up?

• Note: nothing to do with the weather widget/taskbar

̶ which has always been disabled

Lorraine Boulay



Personalization…maybe

• For me, this is on the lock screen

̶ i.e. it doesn’t “disappear when I get to the login screen”

• Settings > Personalization > Lock screen > Lock screen status



WhatsApp Messenger

• A tour group I am traveling with would like us to 
have WhatsApp on our devices to communicate 
while we travel

• What should I know before ( reluctantly) 
downloading the app?

• Is removal complete (no residual 
     junk on my phone)?

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.whatsapp



App seems to work well

• I have been using WhatsApp for several years for a 
local, rare-bird alert system

• I have also used it infrequently to phone or video-
conference with friends

• Messages are end-to-end encrypted (not verified)

• Occasionally, the odd, unknown user will try to contact 
me, but I just block such contacts

• It is simple to clear a chat item of all messages and any 
attached media (Three vertical dots - More - Clear chat)

• I would anticipate that uninstalling the app will 
remove everything (but, I haven't done this) 



Welcome to

Mastering



is an Advanced AI Chatbot

it provides precise, up-to-date answers

with accuracy and depth

AI



uses the GPT model 

for language processing

Generative  Pre-trained  Transformer

GPT



has been pre-trained and fine tuned  

to use AI, or Artificial Intelligence

to Understand & Generate, human-like text

Generative  Pre-trained  Transformer



Signing up for Perplexity

www.perplexity.ai



Signing up

• Enter your Email address 

• No Credit Card is requested or required 

For things like this, it’s quicker & easier to  

“Continue with Google”

www.perplexity.ai



“Signing in” is optional

You can use it, without signing in, 

But, you will have only get the very basic features… 

     

I’ll log out of my Google Account, and try Perplexity AI

Let’s try it…     



www.perplexity.ai



Not 
Signed In

“I live in Ottawa at K2S 1P6. Tell me all the types of 

turtles that live within 75 Kilometers of my home. 

Create a table with of all the names of these turtles 

indicating the maximum size of each turtle their 

preferred foods, and their maximum speeds.”



Not 
Signed In





I had ask a follow up question. 

What is a Carapace Length? It 

instantly explained that to me.

Not 
Signed In



I need all the Help, and Free Perks I can Get!!

Let's get back to my “Signed In” Account!



What can Perplexity  

be used for?

from Quick Fact Checks, 

to Deep Research
Perplexity can 

handle it all…



Key Features

• Accurate and up-to-date information

• Clear Reference Links for all sources used

• User-friendly interface



The area in Red Box is:

The Input Field 



Pro Button 
Coming later

www.perplexity.ai



The Input Field 

Please tell me where does Costco have eyeglass lenses 
made? What can you tell me about the current process 
they use regarding progressive bifocals ?



Copy Edit Query



The Input Field 

Regarding the tv series Clarkson Farm, how 
much if any of this show is actually 
truthful, or is the entire show fictional?





When you have an account

Perplexity can be synced with 

all your devices



The Input Field 

I live in Ottawa at K2S 1P6. I also have an account at 
Amazon Canada. I'd like to buy a new inkjet printer. Please 
give me a list of printers available to me or near me. I'm 
looking for information about Print quality, pages for a 
minute, Paper Storage capacity, Ink storage capacity. ink 
storage type cartridge or tank. price and source. Please 
compile this list in a table format.









Sharing Queries

Press the 
Share Button, 
to share your 
Query via an 
Email Link! 

I don’t trust 
Facebook, or 
X, so I won’t 
allow those 
connections. 



The Big Lesson here is you have to be 
open minded, and maybe even change 
your mindset, when working with a blank 
screen.



The Pro Button

You almost 
never need to 
use the Pro 

Button! 



Free Version

Unlimited Quick Searches

$20/month

(Reloads every 4 hours)

Upload 3 Files per day

(PDF’s Images etc.)

Free (No Credit Card Needed) 

No Ads or Advertising

Version

5 Pro Searches per day

$200/year

www.perplexity.ai



Share Wi-Fi vulnerability

• Tricks victims into connecting to a less secure wireless 
network and allows them to eavesdrop on their network 
traffic

̶ https://thehackernews.com/2024/05/new-wi-fi-
vulnerability-enabling.html

• Prerequisites to pulling off the attack

̶ victim wants to connect to a trusted Wi-Fi network

̶ rogue network available with the same authentication 
credentials as the first

̶ attacker is within range to perform an AitM between the 
victim and the trusted network

Glen T

https://thehackernews.com/2024/05/new-wi-fi-vulnerability-enabling.html
https://thehackernews.com/2024/05/new-wi-fi-vulnerability-enabling.html


Share Wi-Fi vulnerability

• Q: Does prerequisite (2) require that operator of the rogue 
network know credentials for trusted network?

• A: yes

• Q: Can a rogue network with the same SSID as the trusted 
network read the authentication credentials submitted by 
my device that is trying to connect to trusted network?

• A: no (pretty sure—article does not specifically mention that)

• Q: If two networks have the same SSID which network will 
my device connect to? The network with the stronger signal 
strength?

• A: typically, yes
̶ if both have strong signals, might prefer 5 GHz over 2.4 GHz one to 

gain extra speed



Share Is this a real problem?

• Is security firm trying to make a name for themselves?

• Hard to see this as a serious vulnerability

• The attacker has to

̶ run a rogue access point

̶ know the credentials for the other network

̶ hope that clients will try to connect to their rogue network

• If I was the attacker, I would just connect to the existing 
network and do whatever bad things I wanted

• But there is one thing…



Share VPNs

• Article identifies one possible problem

̶ causes any VPN with the functionality to auto-disable on 
trusted networks to turn itself off

̶ leaving victim's traffic exposed

• Is that a real problem?

• Probably not

̶ most VPN clients unlikely to auto-disable on trusted networks

̶ most web traffic is now encrypted end-to-end

̶ a lot of other traffic is now encrypted end-to-end

• But there could be some unencrypted traffic exposed

• Technically, there is a vulnerability

• Practically, I have way more things to worry about



Find my device

• Google has recently announced to users 
that it has launched “Find my device"

• Is this a good thing for us?

https://www.google.com/android/find/

Find, secure, or 

erase a lost 

Android device



Firefox Setup?

• I downloaded the most 
recent version of Firefox

• The new version has 
multiple settings and 
add-ons

• Do you have any advice 
on setting up Firefox

• Which add-ons are useful 
(some sound promising)?

Bea Alt



Any other:

   Questions

   Comments

   Shares?



June Meeting

Pizza-Q

Britannia Park 
Trolley/Picnic Station

June 12, 2024

Register by E-mail to: pizzaparty@opcug.ca





Send your questions,
answers, and topics 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca
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