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YouTubeTech

The Making of GNU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sQDvkd2wtxU



Facebook Purity

• Browser extension to cut down on Facebook 
ads and unwanted posts

• A major problem with Facebook is that it 
keeps inventing marketing categories

̶ You don't want to see sports

̶ FB will then present baseball and hockey

̶ You don’t want hockey

̶ Two weeks later FB will present "team sports“

• You need Facebook Purity!

Jeff Duboishttps://www.fbpurity.com



• It strips all of the ads out at the browser

• It makes it faster to read only the Facebook content 
that was posted by your friends

• You don't get inundated inadvertently with content 
similar to that in a sponsored ad that you 
inadvertently clicked

• The settings are highly configurable

• I highly recommend it for anyone using Facebook

• In fact, my recommendation would be to only read 
Facebook on a PC, through a browser, and only 
with the Facebook Purity extension installed



Ad Blockers and Tests

• The Best Ad Blockers for 2024

     https://www.pcmag.com/picks/best-ad-blockers

• Here’s How to Hide Your Browser Fingerprint

     https://www.pcmag.com/how-to/you-tossed-your-cookies-

     but-theyre-still-tracking-you-heres-how-to-hide

• Test your adblocker

     https://adblock-tester.com/

• Test adblocker and privacy/tracking

     https://coveryourtracks.eff.org/

Tom Trottier



Share Onelook.com metadictionary

https://onelook.com/?ls=a&w=metadictionary

Tom Trottier



In the beginning, 
was... OneWord

One Word to rule them all
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Find words – get definitions



Finding the 
right word

02





Solve 
Wordle, 
Quordle, 
Crosswords

03



Solving word puzzles



















Crossword
Mode

04





Slang

05







Abbreviations

06





Thanks for the template from 

https://OneLook.com

http://bit.ly/2PfT4lq


Share Google Chrome Safe Browsing

Assesses websites and files
•  > 10 billion URLs & files every day
•  locally stored list of potentially dangerous sites/files
•  list updated every 30 to 60 minutes



Share Default: Standard protection



Share Fast enough?

Assesses websites and files
•  > 10 billion URLs & files every day
•  locally stored list of potentially dangerous sites/files
•  list updated every 30 to 60 minutes

Google found average malicious site exists for less than 10 minutes

Changed behaviour
• check sites against Google’s server-side list of known bad sites in real time
• expects to block 25% more phishing attempts

March 14, 2024
https://blog.google/products/chrome/google-chrome-safe-browsing-real-time/



Share Consider Enhanced protection

Uses encryption and other privacy-enhancing techniques to ensure 
that no one, including Google, knows what website you’re visiting

While this does require some additional horsepower from the browser, 
we’ve worked to make sure your experience remains smooth and speedy



Bug in LibreOffice Writer

April 7, 2021       



Still an issue in 2024!

Workarounds
 

(1)  Press Ctr-End to move the cursor to the

       end of the file
 

(2)  Press Shift-F5 to move the cursor to the

       last-used position in the file 



Share Google Arts and Culture

• High-res images and videos of artworks and cultural 
artifacts from cultural organizations throughout world

• Tour collections and galleries

• Explore the artworks' physical & contextual information

• Advanced search capabilities & educational tools

https://artsandculture.google.com/



Share Solar eclipse 2024

Ottawa will see 98.5% of totality

Mon, April 8, 2024

https://science.nasa.gov/eclipses/future-eclipses/eclipse-2024/



Share Eclipse over Ottawa

https://eclipse2024.org/eclipse-cities/city/1030.html



Share Photographing the eclipse

• Hudson Henry: Approaching The Scene 294: How to 
Practice & Shoot The Total Eclipse + Exposure Guide PDF
̶ lens filtration

̵ 16-stop neutral-density vs solar filter

̶ lens focal length choices

̶ exposure settings
̵ before eclipse starts

̵ during totality

̶ exposure bracketing

̶ focusing techniques

̶ practice, practice, practice

• Post-processing to come…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FbpB7DNa6TA



Share Going to miss April 8, 2024?

https://nationaleclipse.com/maps/map_08232044.html

…August 23, 2044

For North America
the next total eclipse of the sun…



Share Reporting spam text messages

• Phishing  is one of the most common scams 
in Canada

• The simplest way to fight off phishing 
messages is to delete them

• It’s also important to report them to your 
cellular provider to help protect yourself and 
others from the same attacks.

Jeff Dubois



https://www.getcybersafe.gc.ca/en/blogs/
reporting-spam-text-messages-7726

• Be cautious about any SMS messages that you 
receive from phone numbers you don’t recognize

• If in doubt, contact the legitimate source using 
another medium

• Don’t reply to such messages

• Never click on any links

• Forward the message to 7726
     (SPAM on most keypads)

• This will alert your cellular provider to open an 
investigation on the contents of the message.



Share AI Articles

• Security guru Bruce Schneier has a monthly newsletter
̶ Crypto-Gram

̶ typically a couple of dozen articles on various aspects of security

• March 15th issue has a lot of articles involving AI
̶ Microsoft Is Spying on Users of Its AI Tools

̶ AIs Hacking Websites

̶ How the “Frontier” Became the Slogan of Uncontrolled AI

̶ LLM Prompt Injection Worm

̶ How Public AI Can Strengthen Democracy

̶ Using LLMs to Unredact Text

̶ Jailbreaking LLMs with ASCII Art

• A good read for those interested in security
aspects of AI

https://www.schneier.com/crypto-gram/archives/2024/0315.html



No recent Office files

• For some reason, none of the office programs are 
showing recent files or the folders I had pinned

• Despite a quick and full-length Microsoft on-line 
repair, the issue has not been resolved 



Share OPCUG joins APCUG

• OPCUG has joined the International 
Association of Technology and 
Computer User Groups (APCUG)

• We have some difficulty in obtaining 
volunteers to act as speakers at meetings 
and to write articles for the newsletter

• APCUG offers:
 ‒  Speakers’ Bureau
 ‒  Push articles
 ‒  Other member-specific benefits



Speakers’ Bureau

• Members of participating clubs offer 
original presentations to other affiliated 
groups

• 100+ presentations

• 20+ categories

• Examples

 ‒ Computers to the Moon

 ‒ Cell Phone Tethering

 ‒ Introduction to Home Automation



PUSH Articles

• Articles written by group members, 
sponsors, etc.

• Permission to use these articles in group 
newsletters

• Articles are sent to the newsletter editors of 
member groups



Individual Member Benefits

• Wednesday Workshops
  ‒ 2-3 hours, starting at noon
  ‒ Zoom sessions
  ‒ 3rd Wednesday is Learning Linux

• Add your email address to receive invitations 
to the workshops

• Fill out the form at http://eepurl.com/hp90DP

• Enter your name, E-mail address, and Ottawa 
PC Users’ Group as the name of the club

• Register on receipt of E-mail notice

• Zoom link sent by E-mail



• Groups Sharing Meetings
        ‒ Attend on-line meetings of other user groups

• Search APCUG’s web site

        https://apcug2.org

• Member groups are listed by time zone

• Check links for details of meetings

• Examples:
ET TIME ZONE



Anything computer-related

OPCUG  IDEA GENERATOR



Anything computer-related

OPCUG  IDEA GENERATOR

Hardware/software question
Share on topic of interest
Details of a useful program
Interesting YouTube video/channel
Basic computer useage
Recommended Loonie Link
Smartphone/tablet app
Operating system tweak
Windows, Linux  or Android



Suggestions wanted
for presentation topics at:

 

Monthly Meetings
starting in December
and all Q&A sessions

What would you like to hear about? 



Have the desire 
to be an author?

The Editor of 
Ottawa PC News
would like to 
hear from you...

All computer-related articles welcome!

brigittelord@opcug.ca



Any other:

   Questions

   Comments

   Shares?



Buy One, 
Get One Free! 

Join OPCUG before March 31st

Pay $20 for one-year’s membership

We will give you an additional year’s 
membership at no further cost!
 

                     https://opcug.ca/join-or-renew/

but only until



Send your questions,
answers, and topics 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca
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