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xxxThe Last Ten…

The last ten minutes of our Q&A session
will not have any prepared material - so,
give some thought to the question that you
want to ask!   



Share Google Sheets Tips
by Ben Collins

• Huge collection of weekly tips on using Google Sheets

• Can subscribe to get them every Monday via email

https://benlcollins.ck.page/profile

Chris at Windows Intelligence 
https://theintelligence.com/windows/



Loonie Links

FortNine

https://www.youtube.com/@FortNine

• This channel looks at motorcycles and 
associated products

• It tests some things, analyses some aspects, 
and looks at some old/iconic motorcycles

• It’s consistently entertaining if you have the 
slightest interest in motorcycling

• Seldom involves any selling or shilling
• Great laconic presenter with a sideways 

sense of humour

Tom Trottier





YouTubeTech

ThioJoe

• ThioJoe has consistently surprising details  
mostly about Windows

• Touching especially on hidden and useful 
aspects of the OS

 

     "I make technology videos, including tech news,
       reviews, and discussions. I also try to make
       complex topics not-boring."

https://www.youtube.com/@ThioJoe

Tom Trottier



Some of the videos…

• You Should Know About the "Public" 
Folders in Windows

• Windows 11's NEW CPU Requirements 
(Why You Shouldn't Care)

• Hidden “Emergency Restart” in Windows

• Never Press the BIOS Key Again

• Insane Computer Trick! (April Fools)

• What is the Windows.old
Folder - Can You Delete It?



YouTubeTech

The PC Security Channel

• I find this channel interesting

• They test antivirus products live (in a Virtual 
Machine) against a huge load of malware

• They also have useful security settings and tips

• Malware and the associated defences are ever 
changing

• This channel navigates them all.

Tom Trottier

https://www.youtube.com/@pcsecuritychannel





YouTubeTech

Storage Media Life Expectancy: 
SSDs, HDDs & More!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xA9Xq7hb6Q0

Explaining Computers
Christopher Barnatt



Windows Update Broken









• Reboot

• Anti-Virus Scan

• Disk Cleanup

• System File Check  
     sfc/scannow

• Deployment Image Servicing and Management 

          DISM.exe /Online /Cleanup-image /Scanhealth

          DISM.exe /Online /Cleanup-image /Restorehealth



• Reset Windows update components
     (Run cmd as Administrator)  

          net stop wuauserv
          net stop cryptSvc
          net stop bits
          net stop msiserver
          ren C:\\Windows\\SoftwareDistribution 
              SoftwareDistribution.old
          ren C:\\Windows\\System32\\Catroot2 
              Catroot2.old

net start wuauserv
net start cryptSvc
net start bits
net start msiserver
Reboot



• Install updates one after the other     



Disable   





• Download and Install Updates Manually From 
Windows Update Catalog

https://www.catalog.update.microsoft.com/Home.aspx



windows10.0-kb5034763-x86_df3a4c739478d1535aec5b5ab619f2172274d166.cab



dism /Online /Add-Package /PackagePath:"PATH\TO\CAB"

Error = 0x800f081f
Source file missing or corrupted



When all else fails...

• Microsoft Update Assistant or 

Media Creation Tool



Is there anything 
else I can do – 
other than the 
nuclear option?



Share



I use Windows, with a Chrome Browser.



Let’s look at some Windows Browsers…

in alphabetical order… 

Your comments are encouraged…  



Privacy 
Ad blocking 

Fast browsing

Brave Browser

Fast and efficient browsing
Desktop version may require more RAM than 

some browsers. 

It has a smaller selection of extensions, as 
compared to Chrome and Firefox



Brave Browser

https://brave.com/download/



Chrome Browser

Fast and efficient browsing
Extensive extension library

Seamless integration with Google 
services

Requires a large amount of memory, 
especially if many tabs are left open.
 Some users have issues with privacy 



Chrome Browser

google.com/intl/en_ca/chrome/



Strict no-tracking policy
Privacy-focused search engine

Minimalist design

Less features than commonly used browsers
Limited integration with other services

DuckDuckgo Browser



DuckDuckgo Browser

duckduckgo.com



Edge Browser

Integrates well with Windows
Improved performance

Enhanced security features

Uses less than 800MB of RAM w 10 tabs open
 Limited extension availability 

Less customizable



Edge Browser

https://www.microsoft.com/en-

us/edge/download?form=MA13FJ



FireFox Browser

Strong focus on privacy.
Open-source and customizable

Offers extensive add-on support

May be slower than some browsers, but it also blocks 
website trackers that can slow down browsing. 

May be a good option for browsing with low RAM usage.
Less integration with Microsoft services



FireFox Browser

mozilla.org/en-CA/firefox/new/



Tor Browser

Anonymized browsing via the Tor network
Hides your IP, with enhanced privacy features

Offers access to “onion sites” aka “Dark Web”
Tor offers 3 Layers of Encryption

Secure browsing with open-source code
Connection could be slow due to routing

TOR “The Onion Router"



Tor Browser

torproject.org/download/

“The Onion Router"



Opera Browser

Built-in ad blocker and VPN
Has “Do Not Track” request option

Customizable start page

Minimal strain on computer memory 
Needs only 900MB of RAM, w 10 open tabs 

Offers a Private browsing mode.
Limited extensions, yet still offers ad blocking. 



Opera Browser

opera.com/download



Vivaldi Browser

Customizable with visual bookmarks
Built-in tools for Power Users

Efficient tab management, with Preview
Use Google plugins from the Chrome Web Store

Does not track user behavior 
Allows user to block ads & popups

Create notes directly within the browser. 
Vivaldi offers “Factory Automotive Browsers” to Volvo, 

Mercedes, Ford, Lincoln, Audi and many more...



Vivaldi Browser

vivaldi.com



As you should decide which browser  
features you will enjoy the most...

You may want to consider the age of your 
computer, and how much RAM it has? 

Some browsers may work better than others, 
on systems with limited resources.

RAM

Random Access Memory



Some computers, may have 4GB of RAM.

This may be okay for basic web browsing, 

emailing, and document editing.

1 Kilobyte (KB) =     1,024 Bytes (B)

1 Megabyte (MB) = 1,024 Kilobytes (KB)

1 Gigabyte (GB) = 1,024 Megabytes (MB)

1 Terabyte  (TB)   = 1,024 Gigabytes (GB)

RAM

Random Access Memory

RAM is one of many factors…



For optimum performance on a 

Windows 10 or 11 PC or laptop… 

some suggest a minimum of 8GB of RAM

As Video editing etc. is more demanding, 
32GB of RAM may be beneficial.

For Photo editing or other large tasks,

 16GB of RAM may be advisable.



How much RAM does your Computer have?

For Windows 10:

Open the Windows Start menu, start typing "About your PC," 

and click the option to open it when it appears. In the Device 

Specifications section, your total RAM capacity is displayed 

next to Installed RAM

For Windows 11:
Start typing "About your PC" in the Windows search box and 
click the option to open it when it appears. In the Device 
Specifications section, your total RAM capacity is displayed next 
to Installed RAM



for Windows PC’s and laptops 
with limited RAM…

Microsoft Edge    or       Opera 
 

may be a good choice?



If you already using a “Chrome Browser…”
  

Brave, Opera & Vivaldi 
are all based on the Chromium Engine

You can find these at:      The Chrome Web Store

Edge is usually pre-installed, with Windows 10 & 11

These will be very close a “Full Browser Installation”

and you should be able to use most features. 





Any other:

Questions

Comments

Shares?



March Meeting

Building a Website –
No Coding Required!

Alan German

(OPCUG)

March 13, 2024

7:30 pm



Send your questions,
answers, and topics 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca
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