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Python and ChatGPT

• Tom Trottier’s demonstration of using 
ChatGPT to write a Python program 
showed that this was indeed possible but 
not necessarily very simple

• Let’s take another look at the process but, 
this time, we will adopt a simpler task

• And, before we start, we will take the sage 
advice of a couple of our members...



Learning to ask questions of 
ChatGPT is a skill in itself 
and we are all newbies at 
that!

Jocelyn Doire



It’s usually good to add 
lots of context and be as 
descriptive as possible. 

Bob Herres
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Explanations?



Importing Excel Data, 
into a Fillable PDF Form

• I would like to import Excel data into a PDF 
fillable form, rather than converting an Excel 
workbook into a fillable PDF form

• To be more precise, I am trying to import data 
from an Excel workbook into CRA’s fillable form 
T5013

Bob White



When in doubt, ask ChatGPT...



When in doubt, ask ChatGPT...

To transfer data from an Excel spreadsheet to a fillable PDF form 
automatically, you can use a combination of software tools and 
scripts. Here's a general approach:
1. **Create a Fillable PDF Form**: First, ensure that you have a 
fillable PDF form created using Adobe Acrobat or other PDF editing 
software.
2. **Prepare Excel Spreadsheet**: Organize your data in the Excel 
spreadsheet so that each column corresponds to a field in the PDF 
form.
3. **Use a Scripting Language or Tool**: You'll need a scripting 
language like Python or a tool like Adobe Acrobat JavaScript to 
automate the process. Python, with its libraries like PyPDF2 or or 
ReportLab, can be used to read data from Excel and fill the PDF form 
fields programmatically.
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OPCUG Treasurer
at income tax time





Write a python program to copy the 
contents of Cell C1 from the file 
tax_info.ods to the Corporation's name 
field in file t2short-fill-19e.pdf









Fourteen revisions!

• PyPDF2.errors.DependencyError: PyCryptodome is 
required for AES algorithm

• AttributeError: 'PdfWriter' object has no attribute 
'add_form'. Did you mean: 'add_uri’?

• TypeError: 'IndirectObject' object does not support item 
assignment

• The fields in output.pdf are blank

• The fillable fields start on page 2 of the PDF file. The code 
is overwriting page 1 and removing all subsequent pages 
from the PDF file

• output.pdf has not changed



But, eventually...





Share Dell SupportAssist

• Some Dell clients had sluggish computer performance

• Checked Reliability Monitor

̶ several items with Windows Installer reconfigured the product

̶ most cases—well over 100 instances recorded and entries 
continue to repeat

• Uninstalling all SupportAssist apps and restarting 
computer resolved issue

• Reliability Monitor can be accessed by

̶ pressing                

̶ type perfmon /rel

̶ click OK button
Harvey Hope via OPCUG-Member-Forum



Share Automatic Dialing

• In the good old days of DOS, I used a program 
called EasyDial which used the modem to dial 
telephone numbers

• It relied on the Hayes AT command set so I 
could easily put pauses between numbers

• From the office, to call 613-555-5555 ext 145 
I first had to enter 9 for an outside line, then
the ten numbers, then the 145 extension

Jeff Dubois



• Using EasyDial, I simply put the person’s name 
in the directory and added the corresponding 
number as 9,,6135555555,,145

• The modem would then dial the number for me

• The comma was used to set a specific time delay

• The program sent the entry to the modem after 
the ATDT command

ATDT 9,,6135555555,145  



• I’m not sure how many people know that this 
old method still works on cell phones

• Of course, with a cellular phone, you don’t 
have to enter 9 for the outside line so the 9, in 
the string is not used

• To call your buddy at 613-555-5555 ext 145, 

you need only put 6135555555,145 in your 

cell phone’s contact list

• Your phone will take care 
of the rest!



Copying info from
Google Sheets to Google Docs

• Trying to copy cells

̶ from a Google Sheets spreadsheet

̶ to a Google Docs document

• Googled for help

̶ Google Sheets—load the file

̶ Ctrl-A twice to select the entire file

̶ edit > copy

̶ Google Docs—start a new file

̶ edit > paste

• The screen freezes

Doug Yonson



Ctrl-A twice a problem

• In testing, Ctrl-A twice seems to be the issue

̶ and in all likelihood not something you want anyways!

̶ Ctrl-A twice selects every cell

̵ which can be up to 10 million cells

̶ it may actually work…

̵ if you wait long enough…

- I didn’t have the patience to try

• What is probably wanted: just the cells containing data

̶ select cells containing required data

̶ copy from Sheets and paste into Docs

̶ works



Clarification…

• Formatting in SHEETS (center alignment etc) lost in the 
transition

̶ able to adjust them myself, except

̶ would like to format phone numbers automatically to insert 
the dashes in 000-000-0000

̵ feature does not seem to be available in DOCs

̶ option to lock in the top line and the left line, say, when 
scrolling up or down was also gone

• Trying to get a spreadsheet that will then be able to be 
updated by various users by sharing it

• Can I use SHEETS as a shared file instead?

Doug Yonson



To share a Google Sheets file

1 - browse to drive.google.com
2 - find your file

3 - click kebab menu (3 dots)

4 - select Share > Share

5 - in the Share “filename” box enter 
Google Account for people you want 
to edit the file

7 - set their role to Editor
6 – click the results box



Simultaneous editing

• All with role Editor able to edit the file simultaneously

̶ if you are editing the file and someone else is also editing the 
file

̶ each of you will see cell highlighting where the other person is 
currently so you can avoid modifying the same cell at the same 
time



Loonie Links

Weekly Grocery Prices

• Every week, on Wednesday 
mornings, Donovan Burey
gets up around 5:00 am to 
review all the grocery store 
flyers

• He highlights the best deals 
and posts them on Reddit.

Bob Herres

https://www.reddit.com/user/crimsontape/



Why not just Flipp?

• I like Flipp, both the website and the phone app 

• But, with all the choices, sizes, etc. it's easy to 
miss the best deals...      



• So, link to the weekly Reddit list - usually about 
9:00 am on Wednesday Morning  

https://www.reddit.com/user/crimsontape/

• Later in the week, you may have to scroll down 
past other posts      

Click on the post’s title to
expand the text





Share Test ad/tracker blockers

• Cool site that has a huge number of ads and trackers

• Let’s you know which were blocked in your browser

tOM Trottier on OPCUG-Member-Forum

https://d3ward.github.io/toolz/adblock.html



Share What’s tested?



Share Google Chrome

My default
• 3 extensions that could be blocking ads/trackers

• Avast Online Security & Privacy
• Malwarebytes Browser Guard
• uBlock Origin

I don’t understand their arithmetic



Share
Google Chrome—1 extension

Avast Online Security & Privacy
• clearly not blocking ads/trackers
• could be doing other useful things

Malwarebytes Browser Guard
• very good at blocking ads/trackers

uBlock Origin
• excellent at blocking ads/trackers

Even though I don’t understand their arithmetic
• an interesting & useful test



Any other:

Questions

Comments

Shares?



Send your questions,
answers, and topics 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca
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