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Microsoft PowerToys

• 22 utilities that add functionality to Windows

• v0.73.0 released 2023-08-31

̶ lots of bug fixes and enhancements to existing toys

̶ new PowerToy Crop and Lock 

• If you already have the PowerToys installed

̶ double-click the system tray icon

̶ on the General tab, click Check for updates

• If you don’t have the PowerToys installed

̶ https://github.com/microsoft/PowerToys/releases/

̵ in latest release (at top) 

̵ choose the link next to Machine wide - x64 to download/install



Crop and Lock 

• Select part of a program window

• Display in a smaller window that is always on top

• Two modes for the captured window

• Thumbnail
̵ can’t interact with the captured application window

̵ changes within the application window will display

• Reparent

̶ sometimes interact with program in captured window

̵ scroll vertically in captured window using mouse wheel

- no way to scroll horizontally

̵ edit, select visible menu options, copy to clipboard…

̶ experimental…may cause issues with some applications



Working on a document
• need info from a website

Open browser
• find web page with info I 

need

Press hotkey for Crop & Lock’s reparent option
• drag bounding box around what I want captured



Captured window appears

Captured window can be moved
• switch focus to Word in order to edit
• captured window remains on top

Use mouse wheel to scroll content in captured window

Close captured window



A work in progress

• Great when you have some text showing in a program that 
you want to refer to while working in another program

• Significant issues with this initial release

• Thumbnail mode generally most stable
̶ displays properly, but no interaction with captured program

• Reparent mode more functional…and more problematic

̶ some Windows Store apps don’t display properly at all

̶ some programs allow interaction (editing, selecting menus, etc.)

̵ some programs become confused…stop being interactable

• I hope this will improve over time
̶ horizontal scrolling

̶ more reliable interaction with program in captured window

̶ ability to resize captured window



Share Photo editing with Photoscape X

Part 1 – Straightening and cropping

Part 2 – Lighting adjustments

Part 3 – Editing tools (e.g. spot healing,      
soften skin, red eye)

Part 4 - Masking



Share BleachBit

https://www.bleachbit.org

• Quickly free disk space
• Clear cache, cookies, Internet history, logs, and 

junk you didn’t even know was there!
• Includes advanced features such as shredding files 

and wiping free disk space 
• Designed for Linux and Windows systems
• Better than free, BleachBit is open source



Site is full of ads
avoid downloading
the wrong software!

Hint!  None 
of these!



This is not it either!!! 



This is not it either!!! 

Scroll down to this tiny link              









We need to check
some boxes







Disable the following options:

System
 – Free disk space (shreds free space)

Thunderbird
  – Index (resets message column configurations)
  – Passwords ( deletes saved passwords)

Windows Explorer
 - Shellbags (resets position of desktop icons)

BleachBit will change the filesystem
- Make a backup disk image    





Firefox is not installed !











Before After



Disk Cleanup – After Bleach Bit



• BleachBit can find a whole 
bunch of files to delete

• Pay attention when selecting 
categories of files

• And, it seems whatever 
application(s) is used to 
clean Drive C:, one still has 
to run Disk Cleanup to 
eliminate many files  



Share Disposable email addresses

• Anytime you need to use an email only once

̶ need to give email address for validation

̵ site sends an email with a link or validation code to complete 
some operation

̶ not sure you trust a person or service

̵ want to see if there is an immediate negative effect of providing 
email address

Jeff Dubois



Share Temp Mail

https://temp-mail.org

Ahhhh…that’s better

You might want an ad-blocker 
when using this site!



Share Temp Mail

Email address automagically generated
• if you close/reopen browser, same 

address generated
• stored in cookie *

• loading a different browser generates a 
different email address

* Examination of cookies for site
• 2 tokens look like they might control expiration of address

• expiry dates for the tokens: 1 week and 1 year
• temporary email address may expire in 1 week, 1 year, … or never

Copy address to clipboard

Any emails sent to address appear here
• no way to forward emails



Share Temp Mail
Change temporary email address
• seems to allow recovery of an old temp 

email address
• only available on Premium

• for the low, low price of 
US$10/month (or US$60/year)

Once an email address is invalidated
• no non-delivery report sent to sender

Invalidate temporary email address
• automatically generate new address

Temp Mail doesn’t say how long the 
address remains valid
• looks like 1 week, 1 year, or forever
• but received emails disappear after 2 hrs

Do I care if the address remains valid?
• maybe

Do I care if the emails disappear?
• that depends…



Share 10-minute addresses

• If you really want an email address to be temporary

https://temp-mail.org/en/10minutemail

New email address generated

Count-down timer starts

Address invalidated after 10 mins
• new temp address generated



Share Aside…bad English

• I am concerned when an English website can’t speak 
English

̶ Recently, I found a bounce rate complex than usual on my latest 
email blast!

̶ The fake email address is simply a through-away email, temporary 
email set and self-destructs email.

• It may not indicate anything

• It is a free service…



Share National Capital Freenet

NCF has a much better system for disposable addresses

On StartPage

https://www.ncf.ca



Share

Choose username prefix & optional description
• leave prefix blank for random prefix

Generate alias

Delete any disposable 
address no longer needed

NCF disposable addresses



Share

To: shows disposable address

Email sent to a disposable address
• received in main NCF mailbox

Create a filter!

Mail sent to <disposable address>

Move to a folder

Replying to email sent to disposable address
• you don’t want reply to come from your 

regular address!

Choose From: drop-down
• select your disposable address



Share What’s great about NCF method

• Mail sent to disposable address
̶ delivered to regular mailbox

̶ identifiable by who email is addressed To:

̶ can be moved by rules
̵ even more identifiable & kept out of your face

̶ can be replied to using the disposable address as the From:
̵ ensuring you don’t expose your real email address

• Get rid of disposable addresses quickly & easily
̶ if you no longer want to receive emails to that address

• Or keep them forever if you want

• As many disposable addresses as you want

• Service won’t disappear!

• Might be great $15/year investment
̶ recommended donation for membership w/email



Any other:

   Questions

   Comments

   Shares?



What do you need to 
know about computer 
hardware, operating 
systems, applications...?

Let us know by sending 
your question to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca



Have the desire 
to be an author?

The Editor of 
Ottawa PC News
would like to 
hear from you...

All computer-related articles welcome!

brigittelord@opcug.ca



Send your questions,
answers, and topics 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca
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