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Share Add Google Drive to File Explorer

https://www.businessinsider.com/guides/tech/add-google-drive-to-file-explorer

Harvey Hope



https://www.google.com/drive/download/





Share Edge now blocking spam web 
notifications

Details:
https://blogs.windows.com/msedgedev/2023/07/06/fighting-notification-spam-microsoft-edge/

Site trying to trick you into 
accepting notifications They then spam you with notifications 

to try to trick you into further actions

Edge now takes steps to
• avoid the first notification
• make it simpler to get out of 

notifications you have accepted



Share

…and Paul Turrott replies…

Microsoft slogans

Microsoft tweets…



Share Don’t F*** With Paste

• Browser extension

• Prevents websites from blocking copy/paste operations

̶ doesn’t prevent sites interfering with

̵ keyboard shortcuts (control-v, etc.)

̵ right click menu

̶ for those annoying sites try Edit > Paste from browser's menu

• Can be configured to only operate on specific sites 

• Available for

̶ Firefox

̶ Chromium browsers (Chrome, Edge, Opera, Brave, Vivaldi…)

̵ load URL using browser for which you want the extension

https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/don-t-fuck-with-paste/ 

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/dont-f-with-paste/nkgllhigpcljnhoakjkgaieabnkmgdkb



Share Brave memory saver setting

• Going through my browser's settings for some 
maintenance, I noticed a flagged "new" item

• Brave now has a setting to deactivate unused tabs 
until the user returns to them

• Might be handy for folks who keep several tabs 
going regularly

p.s. The same feature is available on Chrome but
under the "performance" setting, not "system"

https://support.brave.com/hc/en-us/articles/13383683902733

Stewart Bruce



YouTube Tech

• Some OPCUG members must use YouTube 
and can identify gems that would be of 
interest to others

• What YouTube videos or channels would 
you recommend?

• Restrict suggestions for Q&A to tech items

(no cute cats or babies!)



Pocketnow

• Mobile tech reviews in the USA tend to sound similar

• Maybe this is because most of the best known reviewers 
have at one time or another all worked at Pocketnow

• Some of these channel hosts include Mr Mobile (Micheal
Fisher), Joshua Vergara, and Juan Bagnell

• Collaboration is common with the channels sharing 
resources to review the same devices

• Juan Bagnell is an outlier in this crowd, reviewing many 
non-mainstream manufacturers and devices

• Host Jaime Rivera has remained the one constant 
reviewer with the channel and has been tireless in 
bringing us the latest in what is happening in the USA

https://www.youtube.com/@Pocketnow



Share Loonie Bits

• Highlighting Canadian sites with information of interest 
to Canadian consumers

• Can you help fulfill our motto Users helping users?

̶ do you know of Canadian sites with interesting info?

̶ you could speak to the items or just submit the info for 
inclusion at a future Q&A

Stewart Bruce



The Institute for Canadian Citizenship

• Since stepping out of the limelight, one former 
Governor General has created a foundation for 
introducing new immigrants to Canada

• You can become involved if you like…

https://www.inclusion.ca/



If Google and Facebook stop posting Canadian 
news items, check out…

https://blog.feedspot.com/canadian_news_websites/

Top 70 Canadian News Websites



Share

Replacing
 Windows File History
  with
   FreeFileSync

Part 2 - automation

FreeFileSync – Part 2



Share Our FreeFileSync journey

Want to replace File History with FreeFileSync
• Why? Microsoft is destroying File History in Windows 11 

https://opcug.ca/qa_recordings/20230628_PowerPoint.pdf 

Q&A 2023-07-05
https://opcug.ca/qa_recordings/20230705_PowerPoint.pdf
• use FreeFileSync to mirror

C:\Users\CTaylor\Documents to E:\Backup\Documents
• manual process to synchronize
• old versions of files not saved
• only Documents folder backed up

This week
•  automate the process



Share FreeFileSync batch job

Select job created to mirror 
source & destination

Click Save as…Batch job

Run minimized
• prevents window appearing when running

Auto-close
• skips summary dialogue box

Ignore errors
• good choice if sometimes the backup drive is 

not attached

Name the .ffs_batch file



Share

While not strictly necessary
good idea to create a folder for tasks you create
• keeps them easy to find

Windows Task Scheduler

Click Windows Start button
• type Task Scheduler
• hit Enter when it appears at top under Best match

Select folder you created
• click Create Basic Task…

Right-click Task Scheduler Library
• choose New Folder



Share Name & Trigger
Give a name & description
• so you can figure out what it is for a year from now

Click Next

Select Daily

Click Next

Click Next



Share Action

Select Start a program

Click Next

Click Browse to find program FreeFileSync
• default: C:\Program Files\FreeFileSync\FreeFileSync.exe

Add arguments:
• Enter complete path to your FreeFileSync batch job, e.g. 

C:\Users\CTaylor\Documents\SyncDocuments2ExternalDrive.ffs_batch

Enclose entire line in quotes Click Next



Share Finish

Click Finish

Right-click your new task
• choose Properties

But not quite really finished



Share

Task is set to run once a day
• we want it to run every 5 minutes

On Triggers tab
• click Edit

Advanced settings
• Repeat task every: 5 minutes

If you have a laptop
• default for tasks:

• don’t run if on battery

Conditions tab

Deselect
• Start the task only if the computer is on AC power



Share Results

•  E:\Backup\Documents
 will always have exactly the same files as
 C:\Users\CTaylor\Documents

•  Checked every 5 minutes for changes
̶ if signed into Windows

̵ no point in running if not signed in: no files changing

̶ as long as the external hard drive is plugged in
̵ if not plugged in, the job silently fails: that’s okay

•  Are we done?
̶ not quite…
̶ currently, the job runs as a mirror

̵ backup folder on external hard drive will always contain copies of the 
files in the document folder on C drive

- what about old versions of files?
- what about deleted files?
- what if I want additional folders backed up?



Share TreeSizeFree

• Display file folders ranked by size

• Freeware from jamSoftware

https://www.jam-software.com/treesize_free?ca=1

















Choose a drive or a path from the “Scan” menu











Laptop is out of warranty/support
Is this software still useful?

Free edition to be deprecated
in 2024; moved to Rescuezilla;
can run Macrium as live-USB



Query editor associated with 
SQL Server, but do I need it?

Root folder for .NET Core
(“open-source development 
Platform for building apps”)
May be associated with Azure
Data Studio









WebEx
Zoom’s cousin
Used once in  a blue moon
Install when needed





They hide stuff everywhere!

Need multiple tools
to be able to find junk
and remove it



Any other:

   Questions

   Comments

   Shares?



Send your questions,
answers, and topics 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca
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