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Deals on storage

• Do you have any suggestions for good deals on storage

• I need

̶ serious scanned photo storage (TBs)

̶ USB drives for moving things

Bea Alt

Very strange aside:
this drawing of a 3-armed woman was generated by DALL-E
• sketch of a woman looking at a tall stack of external hard drives

Let’s talk about
• Hard Disk Drives (HDDs)
• Solid State Drives (SSDs)
• Flash drives



Considerations

• Speed
̶ SSDs faster than HDDs and flash drives
̶ flash drives faster than HDDs

• Portability
̶ this deck covers external drives

̵ if portability is not required, internal drives may be best option

̶ flash drives most portable
̶ external SSDs next most portable
̶ external portable HDDs next most portable

̵ don’t need separate power supply

̶ external desktop HDDs next most portable
̵ separate power supply, physically larger than portable drives

• Capacity
̵ Max capacity varies by form factor



Typical capacity / pricing

Note: I concentrated on lowest prices for max & min capacity in each form factor
• there are many capacities/price points

• often: sweet spot on cost/TB is in the middle of capacity for any given form factor
• pricing obtained from a very quick look at a couple of websites 2023-06-07

Form factor Size range Cost Cost per TB

Desktop HDD 5TB - 20 TB $150 - $600 $30

Portable HDD 1TB - 5TB $70 - $150 $30 - $70

SSD 500GB - 4TB $90 - $400 $100 - $180

Flash drive 32GB – 512GB $10 - $120 $240 - $310

Table is ranked by
• maximum capacity

• largest maximum capacity at top
• cost per TB

• lowest cost per TB at top



Other considerations

• Backup
̶ if your information is important, have a backup strategy

• Security
̶ consider encryption for anything sensitive

• Flash drives
̶ notoriously prone to failure

̵ nothing on flash drive that doesn’t exist elsewhere

̶ be very careful of unrealistically low-prices or high-capacities
̵ many fakes (especially on eBay, Temu, Amazon, etc.)

̵ Q&A 2022-01-05

- Fantastic flash drive prices!
https://opcug.ca/qa_recordings/20220105_PowerPoint.pdf

https://opcug.ca/qa_recordings/20220105_PowerPoint.pdf


Summary

Desktop portable HDD
• if you don’t need capacity over 5TB or very high speed
• if you want convenience (small size, no power brick)

SSD
• if you want really high speed and/or very small size
• if you don’t need capacity over 4TB

Desktop HDD
• if you don’t need portability or very high speed
• biggest capacity
• lowest cost per TB

Flash drive
• If you want really easy transfers from one device to another
• If you don’t care about reliability

• nothing on flash drive that doesn’t exist elsewhere
• If you don’t need capacity over 512GB

Shop the sales
• storage always on sale!



Share Password Manager Login

A password manager will:
• Store unique, long, complex passwords for every 

website on which you have an account

• Passwords are stored securely in an encrypted database 
(can be – should be! – on your local device)

• One, master password to access the database  

• Random password generator

• Store more than passwords (e.g. phone numbers, secret 
answers to security questions, attached documents or 
images)

• Autofill/auto-login   





Login to OPCUG Google Groups



Enter the master password (or phrase)





Double-click on 
the password (Copy)



Single-click in the 
password field (Paste)



Logged in !



More conventional website



aa000

Copy and paste: (1) User Name

(2) Password 





But – there’s an easier way - AutoType!







aa000

*** Autofill Username and Password 





OPCUG Google Groups

https://opcug.ca/google-groups-how-to/

Open to Everyone

Members Only



OPCUG Google Groups

https://opcug.ca/google-groups-how-to/

Open to Everyone

Members Only https://opcug.ca/join-or-renew/



Share

• You all should already know about

• VirusTotal

̶ great site for checking files and URLs for malicious content

̶ scans using ~75 anti-malware engines

̵ with latest virus signatures

̶ can be accessed from a browser

̵ upload files for analysis

̵ submit URLs for analysis

https://virustotal.com/



Share VirusTotal Mobile

• Scans all apps on your Android phone

̶ user apps

̶ system apps

• Very quick and efficient

̶ already knows about most apps

̵ can submit unknown apps for analysis

̵ can input URLs for scanning and analysis

̵ can submit other files on your phone for scanning and analysis

• No real-time protection

̶ must be manually launched for a point-in-time analysis

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.funnycat.virustotal&hl=en



Alphabetic list of apps 
you have installed

“Problematic” apps surfaced at top
• 1 scan engine detected a problem

Tap line

1 engine found problem
• rated Clean
• VirusTotal must think it’s a false positive



Tap AV Reports

Details of which AV 
engines found problems



Tap to submit for analysis

Scroll to bottom to 
find unknown apps

A while later…



Tap to manually select 
a URL or file to scan

Tap for URL
• prompted to enter a URL

Tap for file
• browse to file you want analyzed



Share Loonie Bits

• Highlighting Canadian sites with information of interest 
to Canadian consumers

• Can you help fulfill our motto Users helping users?

̶ do you know of Canadian sites with interesting info?

̶ you could speak to the items or just submit the info for 
inclusion at a future Q&A

Stewart Bruce



CanLyme

• The reason we are interested in ticks at all

• Lyme Disease - their “gift” for us

• Avoidance measures:

• Wear long pants and sleeves

• Walk with a friend

• Watch out for ticks on each other

https://canlyme.com/



Cross-Border Shopping

• Help keep the economy chugging along

• A shopping link with a view to the USA

• Tools, tips, and information you need

• Local guides and deals for popular U.S. 
shopping destinations

https://www.crossbordershopping.ca/



Share Loonie Bits

• Highlighting Canadian sites with information of interest 
to Canadian consumers

• Can you help fulfill our motto Users helping users?

̶ do you know of Canadian sites with interesting info?

̶ you could speak to the items or just submit the info for 
inclusion at a future Q&A



Red Flag Deals

• Has a hot deals forum with discussion, 
and other forums

• Maybe 30 new postings a day

• Can set up Email alerts

https://forums.redflagdeals.com/Tom Trottier



British Columbia’s
Knowledge Network

• Video dramas & documentaries

• Like TVO
https://www.Knowledge.ca



Weather Information

Canada weather map

• Show precipitation

• Zoom in and out

https://weather.gc.ca/?layers=alert,radar

Customizable by location and measurements

• Overall map: https://www.weatherstats.ca/

• Click on a city: https://ottawa.weatherstats.ca/



Stock Tracker

• Check stock level and price of an item
in major stores and online by UPC code 
or name search.

https://stocktrack.ca/



ToDo Canada

• Scheduled events and links

• Customizable for city

https://www.todocanada.ca/whats-week-ottawa/



MobileSyrup

• News and the latest information 
on cell plans

https://www.mobilesyrup.planhub.ca/



ChatGPT and medical info

• ChatGPT bot flunks gastroenterology exam
̶ ChatGPT 4 scored 62% (min passing grade 70%)
̶ You might expect a physician to score 99%, or at least 95%

̵ Arvind J. Trindade, MD, regional director of endoscopy at Northwell 
Health (Central Region) in New Hyde Park, New York

̶ https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/992318_print

• Livin’ on the MD edge:
Medical-Level Empathy? Yup, ChatGPT can fake that
̶ ChatGPT gave empathetic responses at 10x rate of human doctors

(45% vs. 4.6% of the time)
̶ https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/991572_print

• WHO Warns Against Bias, Misinformation in Using AI in 
Healthcare
̶ https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/991999_print

• Will AI Perpetuate or Eliminate Health Disparities?
̶ https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/992094_print

Bea Alt

https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/992318_print
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/991572_print
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/991999_print
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/992094_print


Bob Herres



Share links in ChatGPT

• Shared links are a new feature that allow users to 
generate a unique URL for a ChatGPT conversation

• Links can then be shared with friends, colleagues, 
and collaborators

• Shared links offer a new way for users to share their 
ChatGPT conversations

• Replaces the old and burdensome method of 
sharing screenshots. 





Wisdolia

• Wisdolia is a Google Chrome extension

• It instantly creates Questions, in the form of Question 
& Answer Flashcards

• It works with any text or website

• It’s really only useful when studying for an exam etc.. 

https://www.wisdolia.com



Perplexity AI

• If you haven’t tried it, it’s worth signing up for

• I signed up with my Google Account

• I believe Perplexity AI uses Chat GPT Version 4

• I think it’s free use is "limited“

• I only use it for contemporary searches and prompts

https://www.perplexity.ai/





• Let’s try to give everyone here a chance to try 
Perplexity AI, without even signing up!     

• If I share a link for my inquiry, it will allow 
(you) the person who received the link to see 
my actual inquiry online.

• This is my prompt...

In Canada, which grocery items have seen the

biggest price spikes in the last 6 months?

• Shared link:

https://www.perplexity.ai/search/40fa3b13-

d94b-456e-91a9-e62221d455bf?s=c



• With the link:

̶ You will be able to see the entire actual 
response for this Perplexity AI inquiry.

̶ Note that it offers: a detailed answer, plus 9 
items, and 5 hot links.

̶ You will also be able to select any of the 

“3 Related” or suggested, follow-up prompts.

• Or, you could ask for your “Own Follow-up 
Prompt...”  

• Or, even better than that, if you click on 

“New Thread” at the top left....

̶ You will be able to try creating your very own, 
first, AI prompt, without even signing up!



Don’t forget!

• You don’t always have to ask a question

• You can give a command

• You can make a request

• Always be detailed and add as much 
context as possible. 



Any other:

   Questions

   Comments

   Shares?



Britannia Park 

Trolley/Picnic Station

June 14, 2023

New this year!    If you want to be fed and watered, you must

Register by E-mail to: pizzaparty@opcug.ca



YouTube Tech

• Some OPCUG members must use YouTube 
and can identify gems that would be of 
interest to others

• What YouTube videos or channels would 
you recommend?

• Restrict suggestions for Q&A to tech items

(no cute cats or babies!)

• You have two weeks to provide your 
suggestions to…

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca



Send your questions,
answers, and topics 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca
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