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Follow-up Degoo backs off…a little

https://degoo.com/

Q&A 2023-02-15 Free cloud storage reduced 
from 100 GB to 20 GBFree accounts can’t use desktop 

web browser
• says you can, but when you try…

Sign in every 90 days or files deleted

Desktop browser access restored
Still reduced from 100 GB to 20 GB
Still must sign in every 90 days



Follow-up Blocking ads

I read in a Tips, Tricks & Hacks list that I follow that a 
simple way to avoid ads in or before YouTube videos 
is to place a dash character in the URL after “YouT” 
and before “ube”

So, for example, the original address:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBYHwH1Vb-c

becomes:

https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=kBYHwH1Vb-c

Jeff Dubois



uBlock Origin

• Streaming CBC Gem with a free account will 
result in a lot of ads interrupting the programme 
(like normal television)

• With the uBlock Origin browser extension, the 
ads are blocked 

• Ads are also blocked in YouTube videos

https://ublockorigin.com

https://gem.cbc.ca

Jeff Dubois



Video Download Helper

A YouTube video 
downloaded with 
Video Download 
Helper will not
contain any ads!

Bob Walker

https://opcug.ca/qa_recordings/20220504_PowerPoint.pdf



Windows Spotlight

• Option for lock screen in Windows 10 & 11

• Quite spectacular nature pictures

̶ automatically downloads new picture each day from Bing

̶ displays it on lock screen



Windows Spotlight

Lock screen
• hit spacebar or click mouse
• prompted for password
• Windows logs you in
• get to desktop

Hover mouse over text in picture
• additional info pops up



Windows Spotlight

Click mouse on text
• prompted for password
• Windows logs you in
• desktop loads and…

Edge loads with additional info 
about the picture on Lock screen



Windows Spotlight

• Enable Windows Spotlight on Lock screen

̶ Windows 10
̵ Settings > Personalization > Lock screen

- Background: Windows spotlight

̶ Windows 11
̵ Settings > Personalization > Lock Screen

- Personalize your lock screen: Windows spotlight

- Show the lock screen background picture on the sign-in screen: On

• Windows 11 bonus option

̶ have desktop wallpaper change daily to Spotlight picture
̵ Settings > Personalization > Background

- Personalize your background: Windows spotlight



External USB Drive Formats

• Consolidating disk image backup files between 
archival USB drives

• Copying 53 GB file to an external drive with 
352 GB of free disk space

• Copy failed with error message:

The file xxx is too large for the 
destination file system

• How can this be?







52.8 GB file   

352 GB free space   



File System = FAT32

File size up to 4 GB

Volume up to 2 TB



File System = NTFS

File size

Volume

File System = FAT32

File size up to 4 GB

Volume up to 2 TB

Essentially
unlimited

Convert to:



https://www.howtogeek.com/58953/how-to-convert-a-
hard-drive-or-flash-drive-from-fat32-to-ntfs-format/

• Run a command prompt (cmd.exe) as an 
Administrator

• Convert FAT32 drive to NTFS using the 
command:







chkdsk

convert  







Don’t be tricked

The Opera browser is
• Respected? Yes
• Trustworthy? Yes

So I should just click
Accept and Install
• …right?

They wouldn’t try to trick me
• …would they?



What would have happened
if I clicked Accept and Install

In an era of sensitivity about data…

Made default browser
• just because I’m installing 

Opera doesn’t mean I want 
it as default browser

Installed only for current user
• good, bad?
• …not normal

If it truly is my default browser, maybe…



Bottom line…for Opera

• Opera is not malicious

̶ no real fear of malware getting installed

• Their choices may not match

̶ what you want

̶ what you expect

• For me

̶ definitely was worth clicking

̶ I deselected two defaults



How much will it protect you?

• Will it ensure you don’t end up with malware on every 
software installation?

• No

̶ if the author of the software has malicious intent

̶ they won’t

̵ ask your permission

̵ allow you to deselect anything
they want to install or change



How much will it protect you?

• Can it help you in other ways?

• Absolutely
̶ it may allow you to avoid changes such as 

̵ default home page

̵ default search engine

̵ additional toolbars

̵ additional extensions

̵ companion software

̵ lots more

• During software installations always look for
̶ Options

̶ Custom installation

̶ etc.



Software Update
(The good, the bad and the…) 

https://opcug.ca/qa_recordings/20220525_PowerPoint.pdf



Software Data Cable
on Smartphone



Software Data Cable
on Smartphone

Filezilla on PC

Smartphone
file folder

PC file folder



LibreOffice Writer

• MS Word “clone”

• Free/open source

• Macros using
LibreOffice Basic

• LO Suite

- Writer

- Calc

- Impress

- Base

- Draw



But, Writer has small problem with big files



Cursor is at the end of the text
on p. 235

Save and close the file



Open the file
Cursor is now on p. 192





Easy fix:

Ctrl-End



Share Filing 2022 taxes

• In past I used TurboTax, Ufile, & most recently H&R Block
̶ moving from one program to avoid paying to file

• Had to be careful with H&R Block
̶ they try to trick you into selecting a paid version (~$20) rather than 

sticking with the free version

̶ but it was possible to stick with free version

• Diligently avoided traps leading to paid version

• Went through most steps
̶ boiler plate info (name, address, etc.)

̶ downloading slips from CRA and checking them

̶ a few other things…

• Until…



Share Filing 2022 taxes

I don’t think so!

T5 slip (bank interest)
• have to pay for the Deluxe version?



Share Google to the rescue

cra approved tax software 2023

https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/
services/e-services/e-services-individuals/netfile-
overview/certified-software-netfile-program.html



Share Many options

Eliminated Mobile app

Eliminated TurboTax 
Free for Windows
• no free option for desktop
• online free option doesn’t 

allow T5 slips

Randomly chose Wealthsimple Tax



Share Wealthsimple Tax

• Very easy to use

• Less confusing language than H&R Block

• Everything I needed

̶ download slips from CRA

̶ handles all my slips including T5 (investment income)

̶ simple layout

• Works!



Share GenuTax Standard

• Only free downloadable software listed at CRA

̶ some may prefer not to trust storing tax data on a website

• Donationware

• Asked a ton more questions than Wealthsimple Tax

• Worked

• Same results as Wealthsimple Tax



Share TileIconifier

• Edit existing tiles (or add custom tiles) to the 
Windows Start Menu

• Tiles can be an existing program, a folder, Steam 
games, Chrome apps, Windows Store apps, URL’s

https://github.com/Jonno12345/TileIconifier/releases

Jeff Dubois



Google Chrome stopped working

• Friend with Windows 7 computer

• This morning Chrome browser would not open

• Is Chrome no longer supporting windows 7?

• Is there a workaround?

Bea Alt



Chrome system requirements

• To use Chrome browser on Windows, you'll need:

̶ Windows 10 or later or Windows Server 2016 or later

̶ An Intel Pentium 4 processor or later that's SSE3 capable

https://support.google.com/chrome/a/answer/7100626



Rolling back to Chrome 109

• Uninstall Google Chrome

• Install v.109

̶ Google does not make old versions available

• Other software repository sites have older versions

̶ one site with (untested by me!) info and steps
̶ https://www.browserstack.com/guide/downgrade-to-older-versions-of-chrome

• Chrome will try to auto-update

̶ there are ways to prevent this

̵ which I will not go into!

̵ various methods which can be problematic and I will not vet!

https://www.browserstack.com/guide/downgrade-to-older-versions-of-chrome


But should you?

• Short answer…no

• Browsers are notorious for bugs



But should you?

• Short answer…no

• Browsers are notorious for bugs

• Attackers likely to target Windows 7 users
using last supported version of Chrome



But should you?

• Short answer…no

• Browsers are notorious for bugs

• Attackers likely to target Windows 7 users
using last supported version of Chrome

• Better to use a supported browser

̶ as of today, current releases supporting Windows 7

̵ Opera, Firefox, Vivaldi

• They are all likely to drop support for Windows 7



Any other:

Questions

Comments

Shares?



• Join OPCUG before March 31st

• Pay the annual membership fee of $20.00

• Receive an additional free-year’s membership

Two years for the price of one! 

https://opcug.ca/join-or-renew/



Tales from the workbench

Paul and Maria Middleveen
The Trailing Edge

March 8, 2022
7:30 pm

March Meeting



Send your questions,
answers, and topics 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca
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