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Follow-up Chris’s rant
Windows 11 and File History

• Q&A 2023-02-16

̶ Alan detailed setting up File History

• File History is great (w/a few oddities) on Windows 10

̶ most operations can be done through Settings

̶ a few things can only be done through Control Panel

• Chris’s rant about Windows 11

• Microsoft completely removed File History from Settings

• Not a problem

̶ if everything could be done in Control Panel

̶ it can’t

• Most significantly

̶ no ability to add additional folders to be backed up!!!!



Follow-up

The following slides only needed if
• on Windows 11, and
• want to use File History



Follow-up
Moving File History drive to a 
new computer

• If moving a File History backup drive

̶ from an old Win 10 computer to a new Win 11 computer

• Everything backed up by File History while it was on 
Win 10 still recoverable (all old versions of files)

̶ if you moved the File History drive as per
https://www.glasswire.com/blog/2022/08/24/moving-
your-file-history-to-a-new-computer-by-chris-taylor/

https://www.glasswire.com/blog/2022/08/24/moving-your-file-history-to-a-new-computer-by-chris-taylor/
https://www.glasswire.com/blog/2022/08/24/moving-your-file-history-to-a-new-computer-by-chris-taylor/


Follow-up
Microsoft purposefully broke 
File History in Windows 11

• Only Libraries, Desktop, Contacts & Favourites backed 
up by File History moving forwards

̶ no Settings app for File History

̶ can only use Control Panel to configure File History

Can exclude folders

No option to add folders

But Libraries are backed up



Follow-up Libraries to the rescue

• File History backs up all libraries by default

• Libraries are simply pointers to one or more locations

̶ default libraries: Documents, Music, Pictures, & Videos

̶ a library can contain any number of folders located anywhere

• To back up additional folders using File History

̶ add them to a library!

• Can add additional folders to existing libraries, or…

• Why not create a brand new library?

̶ helps keep things organized

̶ single library

̵ only exists to allow File History to back up additional folders



Follow-up Working with Libraries

1-Libraries exist near bottom of navigation pane
• not shown by default

2-click ellipsis

4-on View tab
• check Show libraries

3-choose Options



Follow-up Create a new library

1-right click Libraries

2-click show more options

3-click New > Library

4-rename Library
• maybe FileHistoryAreas



Follow-up Adding folders to libraries

1-Navigate to folder you want File History to back up

2-Right-click folder
• choose Show more options

3-click Include in library

4-choose your new library



Follow-up Chris’s rant

• Microsoft went out of its way to break things

• Moderator in Microsoft Answers forum
̶ File History has been deprecated

• File History works wonderfully
̶ near real-time backup of important data files

̶ keep potentially year’s worth of versions
of documents

̶ really easy to retrieve old versions of documents

• Why deprecate File History?
̶ Microsoft has not replaced it with anything



Super-hidden files











File Explorer >

View > 

Options > 

Change folder and 
search options 



File Explorer >

View > 

Options > 

Change folder and 
search options >

Hide protected operating 
system files (Recommended)

Uncheck!





Of course, Linux has a much cleaner display.



Of course, Linux has a much cleaner display.

Or, does it…?  

Hit Ctrl-S





Share Minecraft Crocs

https://blogs.windows.com/windowsexperience/2023/02/16/introducing-the-minecraft-x-crocs-collection/



Browser extensions

• Do you find any browser extensions useful?

• Which extensions for which browsers?



AdBlocker Ultimate

• The only browser extension that I use is 
AdBlocker Ultimate

• My default browser is Firefox, but I also 
use Edge and Chrome

• All browsers are configured
to use AdBlocker Ultimate and 
show an extension icon

Harvey Hope

https://adblockultimate.net



uBlock Origin 

• uBlock Origin is not an "ad blocker", it's a wide-
spectrum content blocker

• Blocks ads, trackers, coin miners, popups, and 
more through the use of filters

• CPU and memory efficiency is a primary feature

• Link to Firefox extension:

https://addons.mozilla.org/en-

CA/firefox/addon/ublock-origin/

Jeff Dubois



StrongVPN - The Fastest 
Proxy Extension

• Browse the web without borders

• Change your virtual location

• Access websites, videos, and more from around 
the world

• Lightning-fast speed.

• Link to Chrome extension:

Jeff Dubois

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/strongvpn-
the-fastest-pro/ahcoedgggbhcdgmhhhhliafnbcifmdln



Google Translate

• I read a fair bit of Francophone material and 
this helps me out tremendously

• On my Chrome Box, the extension 
automagically translates anything not English  

• On my Windows device, I have to left-click the 
extension and tell it I want the translation

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/google-
translate/aapbdbdomjkkjkaonfhkkikfgjllcleb

Stewart Bruce



Google Analytics Opt-out Add-on

• Tells the Google Analytics JavaScript not to 
send information to Google Analytics.

• No idea if this is effective, but I like the idea of 
minimizing targeted advertising and search 
results.

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/google-analytics-opt-
out/fllaojicojecljbmefodhfapmkghcbnh?hl=en

Stewart Bruce



JavaScript Toggle On and Off

• A bulletproof method to disable JavaScript 
execution in both standard and private modes

• Note that, after installation, JavaScript execution 
is enabled, so you need to click the toolbar button 
to disable execution

• Link for Firefox extension:

https://addons.mozilla.org/en-CA/

firefox/addon/javascript-toggler/

Jeff Dubois



F.B. Purity

• Fluff Busting (F.B.) Purity lets you clean up and 
customize Facebook

• It has a myriad of features for eliminating the 
junk and clutter on Facebook

• Link for Firefox extension:

https://www.fbpurity.com/

Jeff Dubois



Behind the Overlay

Annoying overlay covers page

Click icon for Behind the Overlay
• or 

Chromium browsers (Chrome, Edge, Brave, Opera…)
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/behind-the-
overlay/ljipkdpcjbmhkdjjmbbaggebcednbbme

Firefox
https://addons.mozilla.org/en-CA/firefox/addon/behind_the_overlay/

Chris Taylor



The Camelizer

Chris Taylor

Chromium browsers (Chrome, Edge, Brave, Opera…)
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/the-
camelizer/ghnomdcacenbmilgjigehppbamfndblo

Firefox
https://addons.mozilla.org/en-CA/firefox/addon/the-camelizer-price-history-ch/

Amazon price history
• set alerts (with free account)



Opera

Brave

Chrome

Zooming web pages

Every web browser lets you zoom in/out on pages
• click the menu
• click, – , 100% or + next to Zoom option

Firefox

Edge



Faster zooming

Zoom to 100%
• that’s Ctrl-zero

Zoom in

Zoom out

Works with
• numeric keypad
• number row above letters

• don’t need to use shift key
• = + on same key      

Use the keyboard!



Zoom range varies slightly between browsers
• generally close to 

• 30%, 50%, 67%, 80%, 90%
• 110%, 120%, 133%, 150%, 170% 200%, 240%, 300%, 400%, 500%

Chromium-based browsers
• Chrome, Edge, Brave, Opera …
• brief pop-up showing current 

zoom when you change zoom
• can click -, +, or Reset

• it disappears quickly! Firefox
• zoom value stays next to URL

• if other than 100%
• click it to return to 100%

• icon next to URL
• if other than 100%

• click to get zoom box back

• - means you are zoomed out

• + means you are zoomed in

Some other programs support 
Ctrl +, -, 0 to zoom



Sunbird (iMessage on Android)

https://www.sunbirdapp.com



Crypto Analogy: Coin Stats

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.tzegian.cryptoanalogy

• DYOR tool (Doing Your Own Research)
• What are the most important coin stats?
• Want to track Bitcoin, Ethereum, Solana 

or DeFi data?
• Keep up to date with what’s happening 

in crypto space!



Share Controlling context menus

• Right-clicking usually 
brings up a context menu

• Programs love to add 
themselves to this menu

• How do you tame the list 
if it gets out of control?



For example, I don’t recall
using PowerRename

I must have done at 
some time since this is 
one of the PowerToys

But now, how do I delete
the context menu entry?



Mr. Google knows everything!



Two methods

(1)  Edit the registry

- not for the faint of heart

- need to know which key(s) to delete



Two methods

(1)  Edit the registry

- not for the faint of heart

- need to know which key(s) to delete

(2)  Third-party utility

- CCleaner

- Nirsoft ShellMenuView/ShellExView

- Easy Context Menu

- Context Menu Tuner



https://www.nirsoft.net/utils/shexview.html

The ShellExView utility displays the details of shell extensions 

installed on your computer, and allows you to easily disable and 

enable each shell extension.

ShellMenuView is a small utility that displays the list of static menu 
items that appeared in the context menu when you right-click a 
file/folder on Windows Explorer, and allows you to easily disable 
unwanted menu items.

https://www.nirsoft.net/utils/shell_menu_view.html



ShellExView
Disable selected items





Before After



Any other:

Questions

Comments

Shares?



Two Good to Miss!

• Join OPCUG before March 31st

• Pay the annual membership fee of $20.00

• Receive a free-year’s membership

Two years for 
the price of one! 

https://opcug.ca/join-or-renew/



Tales from the workbench

Paul and Maria Middleveen
The Trailing Edge

March 8, 2022
7:30 pm

March Meeting



Send your questions,
answers, and topics 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca
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