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Share Tweaking File History

https://opcug.ca/Articles/2003NEWS.pdf



File History

• Near-real-time backup of new and 

changed files

• Version control—potentially for 
years

• Easy to recover files



https://answers.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/forum/all/setting-
time-for-file-history/fec15bef-c151-4c50-a71e-3802200fd8c8



Control Panel - System and Security - File History



Control Panel - System and Security - File History

Can exclude folders
but can’t include folders
from this screen!



Configure target drive and folders

Settings - Updates and Security - Backup



Select target for backups



Configure backup folders



etc.

Really long list!



Include folders



Exclude folders



Configuration

Backup drive
64GBnano (G:)

Include
DataDisk (E:)

Exclude
C:\Users



Configuration

Default:

Backup every hour

Change:

Keep my backups until
space is needed





Control Panel - System and Security - File History



http://blog.bitcollectors.com/adam/2017/07/file-history-command-line-tool/





https://www.lifewire.com/command-line-commands-
for-control-panel-applets-2626060





FileHistory.bat





https://answers.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/forum/all/
error-80040301-in-file-history/4016d208-a551-4ba4-b132-a5288be71313

But…

Services > Windows Search > Properties
Startup type = Automatic (Delayed start)
Service status = Running 





File History

• Provides near-real-time backup of new and 

changed files

• Can be run manually (Run now) from 

Control Panel - System and Security – File History

• Can be activated from a batch file *

*  Can run other Control Panel Applets in the same manner 



And, those of us who have shiny new 
hardware may be interested in…

“Moving your File History to a new computer”

https://www.glasswire.com/blog/2022/08/24/moving-

your-file-history-to-a-new-computer-by-chris-taylor/



Please let us know in the Chat
…or by email to chris.taylor@opcug.ca

How did you find out about
• the OPCUG or
• specifically this meeting?

If it was other than
• OPCUG newsletter or 
• Announcements list…

friend

Do you have ideas for outreach?

Are our outreach efforts working?



Share Microsoft Edge & AI

• Microsoft investing $10B in OpenAI

̶ bringing AI into products, beginning with search engine Bing

• 50-minute video of a presentation Microsoft gave on 
what it is doing to integrate AI in Bing

• Get on the wait list to try the new AI-powered Bing

̶ https://www.bing.com/new

https://news.microsoft.com/the-new-Bing/

https://www.bing.com/new


Share Not all roses at Bing AI

• Simon Willison’s Weblog

̶ The demo was full of errors

̶ It started gaslighting people

̶ It suffered an existential crisis

̶ The prompt leaked

̶ And then it started threatening people

https://simonwillison.net/2023/Feb/15/bing/



Share Changes at Degoo

100 GB free cloud storage
• sign in every 90 days or files could be deleted
• access from desktop or mobile app

February 2nd

• pop-up appeared after signing in

…it gets worse
• now only 20 GB free

https://degoo.com/



Share

1-press F12 to get developers tools

2-click Toggle Device Toolbar
• icon turns blue when active

Avoiding desktop limitation

Tell Chrome you want the mobile 
version of the web page

3-click on web page
• refresh the page (F5)
• mobile version of page loads
• can use Degoo from desktop



Share Is it worth it?

…but free accounts
• now limited to 20 GB

Can bypass restriction
• and use on desktop with free tier…

Can get Google Drive
• free 15 GB without the hassle
• don’t have to sign in every 90 days

For me…I think it is Adios Degoo!



Windows Display Language

• Windows 10 & 11 default to English (United States)

• Even if you set (Settings > Time & Language > Language)
̶ Region to Canada

̶ Preferred language to English (Canada)

• Windows display language remains
̶ English (United States)

Preferred language & Region
• both set to Canada

No option for English (Canada)

U.S. English



Missing Language pack

• Language pack for English (Canada) not installed by default
̶ Settings > Time & Language > Language > Preferred languages

Click ellipsis for English (Canada)

Click Language options

Download Language pack

Change Windows display language
• English (Canada)



Share Local accounts in Windows

• Microsoft really wants you to use a Microsoft Account
• There are benefits…and drawbacks over Local accounts

̶ Setting Up a New Computer – First Things (May 2021)
̶ https://opcug.ca/Articles/2105NEWS.pdf

• Microsoft Account
̶ user’s profile folder uses first 5 letters of Microsoft Account

̵ C:\Users\chris for chris.taylor@opcug.ca
̵ C:\Users\beast for bea.stjohn@example.com
̵ C:\Users\irate for ira.teller@example.com

̶ used CTaylor for many years & many versions of Windows
̶ scripts, synchronization routines, & muscle memory depend on it

• Local Account
̶ only way to have control over the profile folder name
̶ folder name matches the local account name

̵ C:\Users\CTaylor for local account CTaylor

There are other reasons why you might want a local account

https://opcug.ca/Articles/2105NEWS.pdf


Share Local account creation

Local account will be created
• will be Standard User

Can choose Administrator or Standard User
• click account & choose Change account type



Share But what about the 1st account?

• Microsoft makes it exceeding difficult to make first 
account a local account when installing Windows

̶ especially in Windows 11

• Old technique of disconnecting network during 
installation (as mentioned in Alan & Chris’s article)
no longer works

But there is an easy way!



Share Creating first account

Image credit: https://beebom.com/how-create-local-account-windows-11/

When you get to Let’s add your Microsoft account screen

Enter a@a.com as the account name
• this is a locked Microsoft Account

Click Next

Enter any password you want
Click Sign in



Share Creating first account

Fails because a@a.com  account is locked
Click Next

Creates a local account



Share Canadian telecom big picture

https://blogs.teksavvy.com/carnage-in-canadian-telecom-more-competitors-eliminated

In case you were wondering why prices are high…



Share Internet Explorer
…going, going, gone



Any other:

Questions

Comments

Shares?



Suggestions wanted
for presentation topics at:

Monthly
meetings

and

Q&A

What would you like to hear about? 



Two-for-one Membership!

• Join OPCUG now (or before March 31, 2023)

• Annual membership fee is only $20.00

• But, you will receive two-years of 

membership for the price of one!

https://opcug.ca/join-or-renew/



Send your questions,
answers, and topics 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca
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