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Tweaking File History

—) OTTAWA

— PC NEWS

Volume 37, Number 3 March 2020

ARTICLE

Fi le H iStory by Chris Taylor

ost people in the OPCUG know 1 assigned a different drive letter. Right- Every hour. You can change this to

am a huge fan of multiple back- click the Start button and choose Disk between Every [0} minutes and Daily.
ups of important files. My defense Management. In the list of drives, right - S s
against data loss from malware, hard- -click the drive you will use for File Keep my backups: How long File His-
ware failure, fire, theft, and accidental History and choose Change Dnive Let- tor')' kc<:ps ﬁld:clrs:.ons':f ﬁlcrs‘ bf&::c

https://opcug.ca/Articles/2003NEWS.pdf



File History
* Near-real-time backup of new and
changed files

* Version control —potentially for
years

 Easy to recover files

J*

—




=" Microsoft | Community Products ~ Get Started ~

| would like to let you know that once the File History is up and running it 1s
ready to begin protecting your data. By default, every hour File History will go
to work and create backup copies of any file that has changed since the last
backup. To do so, File History takes advantage of a feature of the NTFS file
system, called the Change Journal.

Essentially, when any change is made to a file or folder on your hard disk,
the change journal is updated with a description of the change and the
name of the file or folder. 50, In order to determine which files need to be
backed up, File History simply consults the NTFS change journal, discovers
which files or folders have changed, and backs them up. Using the change
Jjournal is fast and efficient and won't suck up tons of system resources like
running a conventional backup routine does.

@ Srimadhwa B

https://answers.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/forum/all/setting-
time-for-file-history/fec15bef-c151-4c50-a71e-3802200fd8c8




Control Panel - System and Security - File History

£4 Control Panel\System and Security\File History — O X

“— “ 4 4 » Control Panel # System and Security » File History v | O P

Control Panel Home

Keep a history of your files

Restore personal files File History saves copies of your files so you can get themn back if they're lost or damaged.
Select drive . File History is on
Exclude folders
Advanced settings Copy files frem:  Libraries, Desktop, Contacts, and Favorites
Copy files to:

fdGEBnano (G:)
-
(. 51.6 GE free of 37.2 GE

Files last copied on 12/6/2022 3:36 PM.
Run now

Turn off

See also
Recovery

) System Image Backup




Control Panel - System and Security - File History

£4 Control Panel\System and Security\File History — O X

— = 4 4 » Control Panel » Systemn and Security » File History w O 2

Control Panel Home

Keep a history of your files

Restore personal files File History saves copies of your files so you can get themn back if they're lost or damaged.

: . File History is on
Exclude folders

Can exclude folders

but can’t include folders m—
from this screen!

See also
Recovery

) System Image Backup




Configure target drive and folders

Settings - Updates and Security - Backup

it Home Backup

Find a setting / \

Back up using File History

Update & Security

Back up your files to another drive and restore them if the originals

are lost, damaged, or deleted.

Q

Windows Update
Add a drive
-+

M Delivery Optimization

\More options /
]

w Windows Security

Looking for an older backup?

[ T Backup f you created a backup using the Windows 7 Backup and Restore
tool, it'll still work in Windows 10.
Go to Backup and Restore (Windows 7)

22 Troubleshoot
L,

Rernverv



Select target for backups

Select a drive

@ SILICON16GB (H: Backup

0,93 GB free of 14.5 GB

64GBnano (G) ; ; ;
51.6 GB free of 57.2 GB Back up using File History

gack up your files to another drive and restore them f the onginals
are lost, damaged, or deleted.
Fes
L
+ Add a dnive
1
=2
|9 N
-n
w
Looking for an older backup?
T f you created a backup using the Windows 7 Backup and Restore
tool, it'll still work in Windows 10.
Go to Backup and Restore (Windows 7)

Activation



Configure backup folders

{t Home

Update & Security

~> Windows Update
M Delivery Optimization

¥ Windows Security

—|

Backup

Troubleshoot

b S

Recoverv

Backup

Back up using File History

Back up your files to another drive and restore them if the originals
are lost, damaged, or deleted.

Automatically back up my files

@ on

More options ]

Looking for an older backup?

If you created a backup using the Windows 7 Backup and Restore
tool, it'll still work in Windows 10.
Go to Backup and Restore (Windows 7)



@ Backup options ~ Favorites

i C\Users\toaster
0 . Contacts
_‘u’E rview WS c\Users\toaster
Size of backup: 0 bytes
Total space on 64GBnano (G:) (G): 57.2 GB OneDrive - Personal

& \tAacter
Your data is not yet backed up. E:\dsersiioastc

Back up now - Desktop

C\Users\toaster
Back up my files : - 3D Objects

- . \ . .
Every hour (default) -~ E\semsytoaste:

Searches
Keep my backups o C\Users\toaster

Really long list!
Farever (default) N VirtualBox VMs
C\Users\toaster
/ Back up these folders opera autoupdate

C:\Users\toaster
+ Add a folder

amaya
C:\Users\toaster
Saved Games
P’ ChUsers\toaster VirtualBox

C\Users\toaster
Links

\ & CA\Users\toaster / etC.




@ Backup options

Overview
Size of backup: 0 bytes

Total space on 64GEnano (G:) (G:): 57.2 GB
Your data is not yet backed up.

Back up now

Back up my files

Every hour (default) -~

Keep my backups

Forever (default) N

Add a folder
+

Saved Games
H’ ChUsers\toaster

Links
ChUsers\toaster

Include folders

Select Folder

A _.[} This PC » DataDisk (E:) ]

Organize « ew folder

Mame

) 30 Objects 0 archives

A& TR AT AT



Exclude folders

o Backup options

ﬂ Videos
ChUsers\toaster

INTEl l&f 2UF £

Saved P[ctures o —— ke NUTHATCH £/28/2015
CA\Users\toaster\Pictures 2 | ocal Disk (C:) Perflogs 12/7/2018
; } Program Files 117227202
Public Music : ? Files (+36) 129790
- . rogqram ries |x Jadf e
CA\Users\Public System Reservec ; -
. B64GBnanc (G:) TC11-223 10/2/2020

; 8242016

J\ Music — SILICON16GE (H TV Bledrenie
C\Users\toaster Barracuda_ 01 () Users 8/23/2020
— - " . Windews. 27372022

4 N\
Exclude these folders

Folder: | Users

Add a folder
+
g J

Back up to a different drive
You'll need to stop using your current |
a new one. This won't delete any files f
drive.

Stop using drive



@ Backup options

Overview
Size of backup: 0 bytes

Total space on 64GBnano (G:) (G:): 57.2 GB Configuration

Your data is not yet backed up.

Back up now

Backup drive
64GBnano (G:)

Back up my files

Every hour (default) -~

Keep my backups

Forever (defaul) Include
DataDisk (E:)

Back up these folders

Add a folder
+

Exclude
?:ataDiak (E) C'\ USQI‘S

Exclude these folders

Add a folder
+

Users



@ Backup options

Overview
Size of backup: 0 bytes

Total space on 64GBnano (G:) (G:): 57.2 GB

Your data is not yet backed up.

Back up now

(s )

Back up my files

Every hour (default) \

Keep my backups

| Until space is needed J

Back up these folders

e Add a folder

DataDisk (E:)

Exclude these folders

Add a folder
4

Users

Configuration

Default:
Backup every hour
Change:

Keep my backups until
space is needed



@ Backup options

Overview
Size of backup: 0 bytes

Total space on 64GBnano (G:) (G:): 57.2 GB
Your data is not yet backed up.

[ Back up now

Overview
Size of backup: 4.56 GB

Total space on 64GEnano (G:) (G:): 57.2 GB
Last backup: 12/8/2022 2:50 PM

Back up now




Control Panel - System and Security - File History

. File History is on

Copy files frem:  Libranes, Desktop, Contacts, and Faverites

Copy files to:
Oy THEs 1O 64GBnano (G:)

7 7
- 471 GB free of 537.2 GB

Files last copied on 12/3/2022 2:50 PM.
Fun now




Adam's Code Blog

edat. sieep, coge.

[File History Command Line Tool]

There's a command called fhmanagew.exe that comes with Windows 10 (not sure
about Windows 8.1, but | assume so), The full path is

c:\windows\system32\fhmanagew.exe. [This tool is used for managing certain

aSPECLs OF FITE HIStoTY, ang contams a rew undocumented features.

From what | can tell, Microsoft has only mentioned the -cleanup argument which

(AN RN fhmanagew. exe -cleanup <# days> [-quiet]

http://blog.bitcollectors.com/adam/2017/07/file-history-command-line-tool/



| used strings.exe by sysinternals (a Windows port of a handy *nix tool for
extracting raw strings from a binary file) to analyze fhmanagew.exe and found the

following arguments are available:

Argument Description

-autoplay Bring up the File History Ul
-backupnow Run backup

-Checktarget

-Cleanup =days= [-quiet] Cleanup files older than a certain

number of days on your File History

destination drive.

-migrate <path= Seems to be used for migrating your
file history to a new destination.

Destination must be added to File

History first.

-stop Stop File History



= Lifewire Q

TECH FOR HUMANS

Command Line Commands
for Control Panel Applets

List of Control Panel Commands in Windows 8, 7/,
Vista, and XP

By Tim Fisher Updated on March 4, 2021
& Reviewed by Ryan Perian

Did you know that each Control Panel applet in Windows can be
opened by executing a specific command? It's true! You just have to
know what that command is.

https://www.lifewire.com/command-line-commands-
for-control-panel-applets-2626060



Control Panel Command Line
Commands in Windows

CMD Commands for Control Panel Applets

Applet

Command

File History

control /name Microsoft.FileHistory




@ E\bats\FileHistory.bat - Motepad++

File Edit 5earch View Enceoding Language 5Settings Tools Macre Run Plug
scHEHERRE| ik ey @& BE|Z

*=| FilzHistory bat |

1 fhmanagew.exe -baclkupnow
2 control Jfname Microsoft.FileHistory
3

FileHistory.bat




&

Control Panel\System and Security\File History

™ € Control Panel > System and Security > File History

Control Panel Home ¢ i .
Keep a history of your files

Restore personal files File History saves copies of your files so you can get them back if they're I¢

Select drive l Fl]e Histor)’/ is on
Exclude folders

Advanced settings Copy files from:  Libraries, Desktop, Contacts, and Favorites
Copy files to:

Py 64GBnano (G:)

-~ 47.0 GB free of 57.2 GB

Files last copied on 12/8/2022 3:16 PM.

o
nun now



File History

But...
We can't copy files to your File History
drive
Failed to initiate user data backup (error 80040301)
Close
;:"3 'Mike P

Seems file history uses the search index so it needs to be working properly.

https://answers.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/forum/all/
error-80040301-in-file-history/4016d208-a551-4ba4-b132-a5288be71313

Services > Windows Search > Properties
Startup type = Automatic (Delayed start)
Service status = Running




E.q:. Services

File Action View Help

&= | T B o= HE »onwn

Eﬂ Services (Local r
Windows Search Properties (Local Computer)

Windows Search

Stop the service
Restart the service

Description:

Provides content indexing, property
caching, and search results for files, e-
mail, and other content.

Mame

“CL Winds
“CL Winds
“CL Winds
“CL Winds
£ Winds
“CL Winds
) Wind
2 Windt
2 Windt
CLWinH
“C Wired
CLWLAN
CLWMI
@Wurk
@Wmhﬁ
“ChWorld

<

Extended ,{Standardf

General |LogOn Recovery Dependencies

Service name: W Search

Display name: Windows Search

Descrintion: Provides content indexing, property caching, and

sscription }Eearch results for files, e-mail, and other content.

Path to executable:

CAWINDOW S system 324 Searchindexer exe /Embedding
(S’Eﬂl’tup type: Automatic (Delayed Start) o )
\_Service status:  Running "/

Start Stop Pause Resume

You can specify the start parameters that apply when you star the service

from here.

Start parameters;

oK

Cancel

Apply



File History

* Provides near-real-time backup of new and
changed files
* Can be run manually (Run now) from
Control Panel - System and Security - File History
* Can be activated from a batch file *

* Can run other Control Panel Applets in the same manner



And, those of us who have shiny new
hardware may be interested in...

“Moving your File History to a new computer”

https://www.glasswire.com/blog/2022/08/24/moving-
your-file-history-to-a-new-computer-by-chris-taylor/

@ QlaﬁssWire




OPCUG

)_/_,i) Are our outreach efforts working?

How did vou find out about fJ
y ' Qﬁb//otheque

* the OPCUG or palaue dOtane
* specifically this meeting? - »

If it was other than
e OPCUG newsletter or

 Announcements list NFL National [ S Ol
o ‘ . 9'1' £ [t

”‘ gfep;ﬁalat ' ’v l ]
rnd

Please let us know 1in the Chat

..or by email to chris.taylor@opcug.ca

Do you have ideas for outreach?



m Microsoft Edge & Al

* Microsoft investing $10B in OpenAl

« 50-minute video of a presentation Microsoft gave on
what it is doing to integrate Al in Bing

https:/ /news.microsoft.com/the-new-Bing/

* Get on the wait list to try the new Al-powered Bing
— https:/ /www.bing.com/new



https://www.bing.com/new

m Not all roses at Bing Al

« Simon Willison’s Weblog
— The demo was full of errors
— It started gaslighting people
— It suffered an existential crisis
— The prompt leaked
— And then it started threatening people

https:/ /simonwillison.net/2023/Feb/15/bing/




...1t gets worse

nd
Februal‘y 2 « now only 20 GB free

* pop-up appeared after signing in

Premium required to use Degoo
On deSktOp. No mis No ads

Zera knowledye encryption

https:/ /degoo.com/

$2.99 /1 month $9.99 /1 month




m Avoiding desktop limitation

. 2-click Toggle Device Toolbar
version of the web page

* icon turns blue when active

A

100% *  No thiottling »

1-press F12 to get developers tools

@ app.degoo.com/files/0

degco

helght: 100vh; back

(=-maln-bg-calor)” data-nuw-ge-
= ¢4 chock loadod»"1a,109%,
Newest first v R = 10ck: Toadeds"14,1095.0

Mt g=grssil = Inntalluds
¥ ¢body style="height: 106%; min-h|
und: var(--main-bg-color); posif

n style-"color: #

tyle-"col Documents
nable Javascript

D

axeript sees"runt ime-»
Favorites Deleted files " nomodul

Premium required to use Degoo
on desktop.

background: »

Wvar( -waln bg Lor);

}

3-click on web page
* refresh the page (11'5) B R P

«  mobile version of page loads [ ——
can use Degoo from desktop |G

webkit-tap-highlight-color




Is it worth it?

and use on desktop with free tier...

...but free accounts
now limited to 20 GB

free 15 GB without the hassle
don’t have to sign in every 90 days

orme... MK1U1s Aa10s Degoo:




i Computer

| Basis| Windows Display Language

—= cere helping ucers
e

* Windows 10 & 11 default to English (United States)
* Evenif you set (Settings > Time & Language > Language)

— Region to Canada
— Preferred language to English (Canada)

* Windows display language remains
— English (United States)

- | _ No option for English (Canada)
S e Time & language > Language & region
Language

* both set t Caada

U.S. English
[
Background e
& Accounts B Background imag cnlorls'deshm‘-‘
|Y Tone & tanguage -

2 Gamnyg Hegron
PE—
* Accmiataility : DURTY O Tegn l CO'GrE )
D Fail b 0. riusesromi ity . <ro Accenfcolorftransparency effect .u:u:lu::-](her*‘e
sy seCunty \




i Computer’

—Computer)
_Basics|  Missing Language pack

2 P,

* Language pack for English (Canada) not installed by default
— Settings > Time & Language > Language > Preferred languages

fﬂﬁi:j:;tdslti?eg::p?sevsﬂll appear in the first supported language in this list CliCk ellipSiS for EngliSh (Canada)

.. | English (Canada) . o o
. language pack, text-to-speech, speech recognition, handwriting, basic typing h Clle L angu age Op tl Ons
+++ Language options

English (United States)

language pack, text-to-speech, speech recognition, handwriting, basic typing f Move up

| [ Ppiogys P

Download Language pack

@"# English (Canada)

Language features

Time & language > Language & region

Language pack Download

Language

Windows display language

O3 Windows features like Settings and File Explorer | English (United States)
will appear in this language 3

English (Canada)

@ Background

colour,

- —— y A T Background image lslideshcw
Change Windows display language e —
* English (Canada) (Colour
AcCcen cnlourltransparency E"ﬁ:E'CthEITIE




m Local accounts in Windows

* Microsoft really wants you to use a Microsoft Account

There are benefits...and drawbacks over Local accounts
— Setting Up a New Computer - First Things (May 2021)
— https://opcug.ca/ Articles/2105NEWS.pdf

Microsoft Account

— user’s profile folder uses first § letters of Microsoft Account
- C:\Users\ chris for chris.taylox@opcug.ca
- C:\Users\beast for bea.stjohn@example.com
- C:\Users\irate for ira.teller@example.com

— used CTaylor for many years & many versions of Windows
— scripts, synchronization routines, & muscle memory depend on it

Local Account

— only way to have control over the profile folder name

— folder name matches the local account name
- C:\Users\CTaylor for local account CTaylor



https://opcug.ca/Articles/2105NEWS.pdf

Local account creation

- b X B Microsoft

How will this person sign in?
CTaylor | Enter the email address or phone number of the

person you want to add. If they use Windows, Office,
Local Account Qutioak.cam, OneDrive, Skype or Xbox, enter the
email address or phane number they use to sign in

ST TaN I3

e Settings

Email or phone

OneD)|

S ﬁ—/ Q Home Family & Other users[ [ don't have this penan's sign-in information I

e . B® Microsoft

s — A, [ Find a setting A l
¥=  Uninstall, default Other users Create account
Accounts
A Accounts Allow ppople who are not part of your family to 'omeone@example,com
/‘M{ 9 own acdbunts. This won't add them to your fami
' Qur accounts, er

R=  Your info

Use a phone number instead
Add someone else to this PC y
+ Get a new email address
Chris Taylor Add a user without a Microsoft account
Administrator - chris.taylor@opcug.ca
Q Rescue Create a user for this PC m
dministrator - Local account

If you want to use a passward, choose something that will be easy for you to remember
but hard for others to guess.

Who's going to use this PC?
|_Q_§|¢nl'_|4n|.|.r_nninas Catfiin o binel l

l Usemame

Make it secure.

[ Enter password \ ]
I Re-enter password .

Can choose Administrator or Standard User Local account will be created

* click account & choose Change account type » will be Standard User




m But what about the 15t account?

* Microsoft makes it exceeding difficult to make first
account a local account when installing Windows

— especially in Windows 11
* Old technique of disconnecting network during

installation (as mentioned in Alan & Chris’s article)
no longer works




Enter a@a.com as the account name
 thisis a locked Microsoft Account

Click Next

Enter any password you want
Click Sign in

Image credit: https:/ /beebom.com/how-create-local-account-windows-11/




Creating first account

M“‘“ Fails because a@a.com account is locked
|‘ | Click Next

) ' ’ufm‘rf?mrr‘

iy =

L [l
11 e

Creates a local account

e 1]
Fi b iaama




m Canadian telecom big picture

> VIDEOTRON
VMEDIA

Fizz

i * Ifthe Rogers-Shaw merger |

is approved.

In case you were wondering why prices are high...

BIG TELECOM'S WEB OF BRANDS

https:/ /blogs.teksavvy.com/carnage-in-canadian-telecom-more-competitors-eliminated




Internet Explorer
...going, going, gone

Internet Explorer 11 desktop app

reti re m e nt FAQ The out-of-support Internet Explorer 11 (IE11) desktop application is scheduled to be
permanently disabled on certain versions of Windows 10 on February 14, 2023, through a

By @ Eric Van Aelstyn Microsoft Edge update, not a Windows update as previously communicated. All remaining

Published[May 19 2021 08:55 AM 3 1.4M Views devices that have not already been redirected from IE11 to Microsoft Edge are scheduled to
be redirected on February 14, 2023

Update: The retired, out-of-support

IE11 visual references, such as the IE11 icons on the Start Menu and taskbar,

will be removed by the June 2023 Windows security update (“B” release)
scheduled for June 13, 2023.
We highly recommend setting up IE mode in Microsoft Edge and disabling IE11
prior to this date to ensure your organization does not experience business

disruption. Learn how >

The Microsoft Edge update will be delivered to all devices—both commercial and
consumer—at the same time, and users will be unable to reverse the change. Additionally,
redirection from IE11 to Microsoft Edge will be included as part of all future Microsoft Edge

updates.




Any other:
Questions
Comments

Shares?




Suggestions wanted
for presentation topics at:

« Monthly

Yy meetings

and
Q&A

What would you like to hear about?



Two-for-one Membership!

* Join OPCUG now (or before March 31, 2023)

* Annual membership fee is only $20.00

* But, you will receive two-years of
membership for the price of one!

https://opcug.ca/join-or-renew/




NeX'I' Q&A
Feb 22n4

Send your questions,
answers, and topics
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca
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