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Follow-up Image Resizer bug

• Q&A 2021-03-03

̶ bug in PowerToy Image Resizer

̶ reported to PowerToys dev team 2021-02-24



Follow-up Image Resizer bug

• 2021-11-30 bug fixed…mostly

• Developers reported
̶ cause of problem was EXIF tags with “invalid data”

̶ exporter was choking on them

̶ fixed by checking EXIF tags & removing any causing failure

• It works, but…
̶ some EXIF tags written but not correct

̵ some very odd: an ImageWidth tag of 358285312

̶ all tags important to me intact
̵ camera & lens make/model, shutter speed, aperture, ISO, focal 

length, exposure mode, GPS, copyright, date stamps…

• Good enough for me
̶ fixed in PowerToys 0.51.0

https://github.com/microsoft/PowerToys/releases/



Share FreeFileSync
- unusual options

• Free and open source file synchronization tool

̶ covered aptly by Alan

̵ newsletter

̵ presentations

̵ most recently at Q&A

- https://opcug.ca/qa_recordings/20201118_PowerPoint.pdf

̶ used most frequently to

̵ make backups of local files to a local drive

• Extra tricks up its sleeves!

̶ sync between computer and online storage

̵ FTP server

̵ Google Drive
https://freefilesync.org/

https://opcug.ca/qa_recordings/20201118_PowerPoint.pdf
https://freefilesync.org/


Share FreeFileSync
- FTP server

• Backup files on an FTP server

̶ FTP client

̵ copy everything every time you want a backup copy

- no practical way to get just new/changed files

̵ for the OPCUG website

- 4,478 files, 6.0 GB, over 30 minutes

- …every time

̶ FreeFileSync

̵ copies everything the first time

- 4,478 files, 6.0 GB, just under 30 minutes

̵ subsequently

- 12 seconds to check for new/changed files

- a couple of minutes (or less) to get new/changed files



Share FreeFileSync
- FTP server
Cloud for FTP/Google Drive



Share

First run – everything to be copied

FreeFileSync
- FTP server

Later run – one new file!



Share FreeFileSync
- Google Drive

• Backup files on Google Drive
̶ if you don’t want to use Google Drive for Desktop program

̵ far simplest way to sync files between computer & Google Drive

̶ web browser
̵ right-click file or folder in Google Drive

̵ Download

̵ no practical way to get just new/changed files

̵ tedious beyond description

̶ FreeFileSync
̵ copies everything the first time

- however long it takes!

̵ subsequently

- seconds to check for new/changed files

- a couple of minutes (or less) to get new/changed files



Share FreeFileSync
- Google Drive
Cloud for FTP/Google Drive



Share FreeFileSync
- Google Drive

• Backing up OPCUG Team Drive (a Google Drive)

̶ web browser

̵ 1,319 files, 1.2 GB

̵ tedious selecting finding what folders had new/changed files

- error prone

̵ or just download all folders every time

̵ at least 30 minutes of my time

̶ FreeFileSync

̵ copy everything the first time

̵ subsequently

- seconds to check for new/changed files

- a couple of minutes (or less) to get new/changed files



Share FreeFileSync
- Google Drive

• Problem using FreeFileSync with Google Drive

• Can’t sync “Google Docs” files
̶ Google Docs

̵ like Microsoft Word/Libre Office Writer

̶ Google Sheets
̵ like Microsoft Excel/Libre Office Calc

̶ Google Slides
̵ like Microsoft PowerPoint/Libre Office Impress

̶ files show as zero-byte files on Google Drive
̵ don’t count against quota on your Google Drive

̵ when downloaded, converted to Microsoft formats

• FreeFileSync
̶ can’t transfer them

̶ can’t cause them to
be converted



To-do list:

(1) Install Linux on the last remaining computer

(2) Identify the current uses of Windows 10

(3) Identify Linux-based alternatives

(4) Find workarounds if no alternatives exist*

* Are there any show-stoppers?



• Microsoft Word (correspondence, newsletter articles, 
Treasurer’s reports)

• Microsoft Excel (macro programming)

• Microsoft PowerPoint (Q&A sessions)

• Text editor (Notepad++)

• Disk image backups (Macrium Reflect)

• Digital image management

(FastStone Image Viewer)

• File search (Everything)

• HTML editor (Homesite)

• Garmin GPS (MapSource)

• Income tax preparation (Taxman)

• Bosch Crash Data Retrieval Tool (CDR)









Composer module





Wine Is Not an Emulator















Linux Terminal
(Command Window)

Windows installation
program: Setup.EXE



Install a Windows program using Wine

Linux command:  wine Setup.EXE













• Microsoft Word (correspondence, newsletter articles, 
Treasurer’s reports)

• Microsoft Excel (macro programming)

• Microsoft PowerPoint (Q&A sessions)

• Text editor (Notepad++)

• Disk image backups (Macrium Reflect)

• Digital image management

(FastStone Image Viewer)

• File search (Everything)

• HTML editor (Homesite)

• Garmin GPS (MapSource)

• Income tax preparation (Taxman)

• Bosch Crash Data Retrieval Tool (CDR)



Can Outlook be stopped from 
blocking files?

• I’m collaborating with a colleague on a Python 
programming project

• When I send .py files to his E-mail account, 
Microsoft Outlook blocks the attachments

• Is there a setting somewhere that stops Outlook 
blocking such files?

p.s. My other solution is to use Dropbox!   



Yes and No

• Outlook can be tricky. There are a few options detailed at 
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/blocked-attachments-
in-outlook-434752e1-02d3-4e90-9124-8b81e49a8519

• The easiest might be for you to rename the files. I used to 
do this regularly - script.py would become script.py.txt 
along with an instruction to remove the .txt

• I also used to ZIP such files, but some email systems 
would actually look inside ZIP files and remove files 
inside that were on the blocking list!

• Then, I encrypted the ZIP file so they couldn't do that. 
And then they started blocking encrypted ZIP files 
because they couldn't block files within

Sigh...



Should I replace an old router?

• My Bell router is 40 years old

̶ (hmmm, that would put it before
the birth of the Internet)

• Should I ask Bell to provide
a new router that is less
susceptible to being hacked?

Iqbal



Replace old router!

• YES, YES, YES
• Bell’s own instructions regarding security

on 2Wire router/modems

̶ Ensure wireless security is enabled

̶ Select the authentication type you require

• Note the default “WEP-Open”

• WEP is useless

̶ can be cracked in seconds

̶ WEP might stop your neighbour.
It won’t stop your neighbour’s kid!

- Chris Taylor



Replace old router!

• 2Wire does not exist any more (founded 1998)
̶ bought by U.K. company Pace plc in 2010

• Seriously doubt security patches
will ever be provided

• But…
̶ will Bell replace for free? (yes)

̶ will it require change to (more expensive)
Internet plan? (no)

̶ will it require wiring changes? (no)

• Opens other options
̶ higher speeds, etc (at a price, of course!)

• Call 1-866-310-2355



Share

• Useful apps for Android
smartphones and tablets

• What are your favourites?

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca

SmartApps



https://www.thestar.com/business/2021/11/16/crtcs-
crackdown-on-spam-calls-wont-have-immediate-effects-
but-its-a-step-in-the-right-direction-experts-say.html



Share TrueCaller: Caller ID & Block

• While, this is far more of a service than I need and, 
although it has a free version with ads, the paid 
versions are subscriptions not one-time payments

• Still, it seems very popular with a boatload of 
downloads

• A whopper of a call and messaging manager for 
your Android device!

https://www.truecaller.com/

Stewart Bruce



Share Android updates

• This link provides a list of Android updates that are 
coming for specific devices from Telus

• It seems to be updated weekly, on Fridays, but this is 
not guaranteed

• If you want to know when your device may be getting 
an OTA update, this might be of assistance

• Even though the notice is from Telus, all the Canadian 
carriers usually release updates simultaneously

https://forum.telus.com/t5/Mobility/

Software-Update-Schedule/ta-p/53566Stewart Bruce



Share Microsoft Edge security

• Microsoft added Strict security mitigation option

̶ adds security mitigations for all sites

̶ parts of sites might not work

̶ blocks security threats

̶ Works by

̵ disabling the Chromium Just In Time (JIT) compiler

̵ enabling Intel’s Control-flow Enforcement Technology (CET)

̶ released in Edge v96.0.1054.29

• Microsoft claims 

̶ This reduction in attack surface kills half of the bugs we see in 
exploits and every remaining bug becomes more difficult to 
exploit.

Tom Trottier



Share Microsoft Edge security

• Off by default, to enable:

̶ click 3 dots in top-right

̶ Settings

̶ Privacy, search, and services

̶ Scroll to the Security section

̶ Toggle on Enable security mitigations for a more secure browser 
experience

̶ Click on Strict

• Can add exceptions

̶ if trusted sites broken by turning on this feature

Details at
https://microsoftedge.github.io/edgevr/posts/Super-Duper-Secure-Mode/ 



Any other:

Questions

Comments

Shares?



Tech Café

eBooks
Bob Walker

Monday, December 6, 2021

3:30 - 4:30 pm

Register at https://biblioottawalibrary.ca/en/program?text=tech+cafe



December Meeting

SECURITY LAYERS
Tom Trottier
December 8, 2021; 7:30 pm



Send your questions,
answers, and topics 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca




