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Share PowerToy Find My Mouse

• Release v0.49.0 new addition

• Press left Ctrl key twice to
highlight mouse pointer

̶ everything except around the
mouse pointer is dimmed

• Press Esc to dismiss

̶ automatically turns off after 2 seconds if you move the mouse

̶ pressing any other key will also dismiss highlight

̵ hope this is a documentation issue (not a bug)

- keystroke passed on to program

- Esc will end a PowerPoint slideshow (which I don’t want)

https://github.com/microsoft/PowerToys/releases



Share PowerToy Find My Mouse

• Works well, but…

̶ can’t adjust size

̶ can’t adjust opacity

̶ no option to colour circle around
mouse pointer & leave rest of
screen normal

̶ can’t disable automatic dismissal after 2 seconds

̶ over Zoom, only works when sharing full screen

̵ doesn’t work when sharing single apps

• All above submitted as enhancement suggestions

̶ Zoom issue won’t be fixed

̵ application being shared and mouse utility seen as two 
different applications.



Share Free PowerToy Find My Mouse 
alternatives

• Cursor Highlighter

• Highly customizable
̶ Focus mode

̵ circle stays normal

- rest of screen dims

̵ set size of circle,
background opacity & colour

̶ Highlight mode
̵ set circle colour, opacity, size

- rest of screen stays normal

̵ set difference to circle when
left-clicking or right-clicking

- colour, opacity, size

https://opcug.ca/Reviews/CursorHighlighter.pdf

highlight

focus



Share Free PowerToy Find My Mouse 
alternatives

• Mouse pointer highlight

• Advantages

̶ free app in Microsoft Store

̶ main screen left as-is, just
highlights around mouse pointer

̶ set size, opacity & colour of circle

̶ optionally set size, opacity & colour when clicking

• Disadvantages

̶ doesn’t load as background/tray app

̶ no hotkey to enable-disable

̵ when app is running, highlight always on

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/p/mouse-pointer-highlight/9p7sb9s4rq7z



Share Free PowerToy Find My Mouse 
alternatives

• Cursor Highlighter

• Chrome extension
̶ should work in any

Chromium-based browser
̵ Edge, Opera, Brave, etc.

• Advantages
̶ circle pulses slowly

̶ can customize colour for circle

̶ works over Zoom sharing just browser window

• Disadvantages
̶ only works in browser

̶ doesn’t seem to work for all web pages

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/cursor-highlighter/
echjgnggfpiohepohkpfknhjbnccdjlo
Or search in Chrome Web Store for “Cursor Highlighter”



Share Free PowerToy Find My Mouse 
alternatives

• Change size/colour of mouse pointer

• Settings | Devices | Mouse |
Adjust mouse & cursor size

• Advantages

̶ built into Windows (nothing to install,
on every Windows computer)

̶ constant display

• Disadvantages

̶ size doesn’t work over Zoom

̶ size not captured by screen capture programs

Quick Tip 06
https://opcug.ca/Articles/2009NEWS.pdf



Share Free PowerToy Find My Mouse 
alternatives

• Control Panel option
Show location of pointer
̶ Settings | Devices | Mouse |

Additional mouse options | Pointer Options tab |
Show location of pointer when I press CTRL key

• Press & release Ctrl key
̶ concentric circles appear around mouse pointer

• Advantages
̶ built into Windows (nothing to install, on every Windows 

computer)

̶ works over Zoom sharing full screen or single apps

• Disadvantages
̶ not as visible

̶ very brief effect



Share PowerToy Find My Mouse 
alternatives

• Linux System Settings

• Mouse and Touchpad



Video shows how
cursor location is
highlighted by a
pulsing circle 



Share Recovering Android disk space

• In the past, we have talked about cleaning the 
Android cache as a way of recovering storage space.

• On SamMobile, I just read about cleaning the file 
history in your Android browser.

• Doh!  I do this regularly on my desktop. It never 
occurred to me to do it with the three browsers I use 
on my phone!

Stewart Bruce
Your authority on all things Samsung



p.s. Also, consider downloads,
offline pages, cookies, and
– of course – cache!

• I use a combination of Brave, Samsung Internet and 
DuckDuckGo browsers. 

• Each has a different way of getting to and 
managing data history.

• I'm not sure how much I managed to delete but the 
process might be worth looking at for anyone who 
is a heavy Android user.



Share Expanded eBook Loans 

Ottawa Public Library - eBooks







Hamilton Public Library
London Public Library
Burlington Public Library
Mississauga Library



https://www.overdrive.com











A better option is to 
search for the book title













Share New IPTC tags for accessibility

• International Press Telecommunications
Council

• Tags in digital images

• New tags for accessibility

̶ Alt Text (Accessibility)

̶ Extended Description (Accessibility)

• Support expected for screen readers

• Photographers/editors in better control

̶ previously counted on web authors to use
<img alt> or <img title> tags

• Info travels automatically with image



To-do list:

(1) Install Linux on the last remaining computer

(2) Identify the current uses of Windows 10

(3) Identify Linux-based alternatives

(4) Find workarounds if no alternatives exist*

* Are there any show-stoppers?



• Microsoft Word (correspondence, newsletter articles, 
Treasurer’s reports)

• Microsoft Excel (macro programming)

• Microsoft PowerPoint (Q&A sessions)

• Text editor (Notepad++)

• Disk image backups (Macrium Reflect)

• Digital image management

(FastStone Image Viewer)

• File search (Everything)

• HTML editor (Homesite)

• Garmin GPS (MapSource)

• Income tax preparation (Taxman)

• Bosch Crash Data Retrieval Tool (CDR)









https://clonezilla.org



Clonezilla highlights/lowlights:

• Supports many file systems (e.g. ext4, FAT16, NTFS)

• Backs up used blocks only for most file systems 

• Supports MBR and GPT partition schemes

• Image file saved to local disk or server

• Image file can be encrypted (AES-256)

• Save/restore entire disk or individual partition(s)

• Destination partition must be equal/larger than source

• Differential/incremental backup not implemented (yet)

• Image can not be explored/browsed 

(but, awkward workarounds)



Or…

• Boot computer with Macrium Reflect 
Rescue Disk (Live-USB)

• Use the Backup tab (rather than Restore)

• Backup the hard drive/partition normally
to an external USB drive



• Microsoft Word (correspondence, newsletter articles, 
Treasurer’s reports)

• Microsoft Excel (macro programming)

• Microsoft PowerPoint (Q&A sessions)

• Text editor (Notepad++)

• Disk image backups (Macrium Reflect)

• Digital image management

(FastStone Image Viewer)

• File search (Everything)

• HTML editor (Homesite)

• Garmin GPS (MapSource)

• Income tax preparation (Taxman)

• Bosch Crash Data Retrieval Tool (CDR)



Share Photopea

https://www.photopea.com/

Free (ad-supported)
online photo editor

Looks & feels like
Adobe Photoshop



Share Photopea

• Native file format PSD (Photoshop Document)

• Read/export most file formats
̶ JPG, RAW, AI, PNG, TIFF…

• Doesn’t have all Photoshop tools/capabilities

• All the basics
̶ layers/cropping/masking/adjustment 

layers/blending/healing/selections/gradients…

• Best for
̶ Adobe Photoshop users who need to do some edits while 

away from their computer

̶ anyone stepping up from a less-capable photo editor
̵ may have all the features you need

https://www.photopea.com/



HP Wolf Security

• Wolf Security is a relatively new security package 
that comes with HP computers

• It includes HP Sure Sense (anti-virus) and HP Sure 
Click (browser protection)

• Does anyone have experience with these products?



Any other:

Questions

Comments

Shares?



Tech Café

Renewable energy
Bob Walker

Monday, November 8, 2021

3:30 - 4:30 pm

Register at https://biblioottawalibrary.ca/en/program?text=tech+cafe



Astronomy

Tim Cole and 
Andrea Girones
Royal Astronomical Society
of Canada

November 10, 2021
7:30 pm



Send your questions,
answers, and topics 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca




