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Follow-up Updating Linux

• The update process for Linux is similar to that for 
Windows 10 but is not automatic

• Notification of available updates is provided by an 
icon on the panel (task bar)

• This opens the Update Manager where the user can 
control the process



Available updates checked by default

Any update can be disabled

Nothing is installed until the process

is activated (Install Updates)



Installing software

• Many programs come bundled with the OS as part of 
the Linux distribution (distro)

• Additional software is available in an on-line repository 
accessed through the built-in Software Manager



Selecting any app downloads

and installs the software



To-do list:

(1) Install Linux on the last remaining computer

(2) Identify the current uses of Windows 10

(3) Identify Linux-based alternatives

(4) Find workarounds if no alternatives exist*

* Are there any show-stoppers?



• E-mail (Thunderbird)

• Browser (Vivaldi)

• Video conferencing (Zoom)

• Password Manager (KeePass)

• File Synchronization (FreeFileSync)

• Image editor (Gimp)

• PDF file management (PDFsam)

• FTP (Filezilla)

• Remote control software (TeamViewer)
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All of this software has
versions for Linux 



• Microsoft Word (correspondence, newsletter articles, 
Treasurer’s reports)

• Microsoft Excel (macro programming)

• Microsoft PowerPoint (Q&A sessions)

• Text editor (Notepad++)

• Disk image backups (Macrium Reflect)

• Digital image management

• (FastStone Image Viewer)

• File search (Everything)

• HTML editor (Homesite)

• Garmin GPS (MapSource)

• Income tax preparation (Taxman)

• Bosch Crash Data Retrieval Tool (CDR)



Word Processor

• Writer (LibreOffice)

• Open source

• Bundled with many Linux distros

• Current Version 7.2.0

• Supports .doc and .docx



Similar UI to Word:
- menu ribbon with icons
- font controls
- adjustable margins
- customizable tab stops



Which is MS Word and which is LibreOffice Writer?





The Treasurer’s report is produced using a 
macro in LibreOffice Calc, then copied and 
pasted to a Word file for inclusion in the 
BOD’s minutes



Word



Create paragraph style for custom tabs
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https://opcug.ca/google-groups-how-to/



Share Drones and videos

Bob Herres





Harvest Moon Orchard
Video Location:  Carp Ont.

















https://opcug.ca/Reviews/Shotcut.htm

This video, was created with the kind  
assistance of the OPCUG Members,

and

plus



As the video begins, this photograph dissolves…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=75wwmGBegV8&t=7s
Link to 
Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=75wwmGBegV8&t=7s


Video-conferencing app

• Houseparty has been taken over by Epic Games and 
will be shut down in October

• What is the best choice for a video-conferencing app 
to use as a replacement?

• Features required:

̶ Free

̶ Multiple participants

̶ No time limits



Facebook Messenger or WhatsApp

• The most popular video-conferencing app in North 
America is Facebook Messenger

• In most of the rest of the world it’s WhatsApp (also 
owned by Facebook)

• I have used both to connect with people across Canada 
and the USA, and in places as disparate as Kazakhstan 
and Brazil

• They both work quite well on my smartphone and laptop

• They both suck power in video mode, so for any long 
calls you will want your phone or laptop to be plugged 
into their charger/power supply

Bob Walker



Facebook Messenger

• Open the Messenger app

• Tap the People tab at the bottom right of the screen

• Tap Create a Room, and select the people who you 
want to join

• To share a room with people who don't have a 
Facebook account, you can share the link

https://www.facebook.com/messenger/



WhatsApp

• Open the WhatsApp Chat with one of the contacts 
you want to video call

• Tap Video call

• Once the contact accepts the call, tap Open > Add 
participant

• Find another contact you want to add to the call, then 
tap ADD

• Tap Add participant if you want to add more contacts

https://www.whatsapp.com



More…

• There is also Skype (Microsoft)

https://www.skype.com/en/

• More info on each app on Wikipedia

• Lots of how-to info on Google and YouTube



Any other:

Questions

Comments

Shares?



October Meeting

History of the
Digital Revolution

Bob Walker

October 13, 2021
7:30 pm



Tech Café

Renewable energy
Bob Walker

Monday, November 8, 2021

3:30 - 4:30 pm

Register at https://biblioottawalibrary.ca/en/program?text=tech+cafe



Send your questions,
answers, and topics 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca




