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Members’ Favourites

September 8, 2021



Follow-up

• Chris suggested most regular backup programs 
could accomplish this

̶ EaseUS Todo Backup

̶ copies the normal image backup file to FTP

Software backup via FTP/SFTP



Share Zoom tips

Kevin Stratvert

̶ Top 20 Zoom Tips & Tricks
̵ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UEABW3ddZkc

̶ Top 20 video hacks in Zoom
̵ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ImSBKHZBSnI

̶ Top new features in Zoom
̵ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WjwZTRve3Zc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UEABW3ddZkc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ImSBKHZBSnI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WjwZTRve3Zc


Have you received any scam messages or 
telephone calls recently?

Send us a  copy (anonymized) of the 
message or a description of the call.

At the Q&A session on April 7th we will 
review all submissions. 

What’s Currently 
in Circulation?





Members’ Favourites poll

• Members’ Favourites in September

̶ a non-board member will win a
prize for best presentation

̶ 2 TB portable, external hard drive,

value: approx. $85

• Tonight

̶ we will test the polling



Share

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=60IG0XmHtcY

PinePower - 120W Power Supply



1 x USB-C PD PORT 65 W
1 x USB-A QC3.0 PORT  18 W
3 x USB-A PORTS  15 W (each port)
WIRELESS Q Charging  10 W (fast)
Individual port voltage/current status display

https://pine64.com/product/pinepower-120w-
desktop-power-supply-us-version/?v=0446c16e2e66



Follow-up KeePass auto-type

• OPCUG Mar meeting

̶ I showed how to use auto-type to 

automate logging into a web site

• It can be easier than that!

Thanks to Jocelyn

for asking a question about auto-type

and Alan

for finding a video that showed some of this



Follow-up What I showed

Too much back-and-forth…



Follow-up Simpler approach

Still have to set up entry 

in KeePass of course!



Follow-up Can be as simple as…

Go to web site login page

Click in field for user name

Press Ctrl-Alt-A

Ctrl-Alt-A can be customized

KeePass

• looks for entry with same name 

as title bar of login screen

• feeds username and password

to web page

Works if

- Title bar of sign-in window same as entry in KeePass

- username{tab}password{enter} works to log in

- KeePass is running and not locked

If KeePass is running but locked, you are prompted for KeePass password



Follow-up Maybe a better way

Start in KeePass

- double-click to open browser at login page

Benefit

- get right to correct login page

- you know KeePass is open and unlocked

Click in field for user name

Press Ctrl-Alt-A

Ctrl-Alt-A can be customized

if a conflict



Follow-up

Four

most

common

reasons

for

failure



Follow-up Different keystrokes needed

Override default

Auto-Type sequence
I covered this at March meeting

Log in keystrokes not

{username}{tab}{password}{enter}



Follow-up Delays at web site

Delay after entering email address
KeePass has sent password before Adobe asks for it

Edit default sequence

add {delay n}
n = milliseconds



Follow-up Login fields already filled in

username already filled in
KeePass will duplicate email address

Edit default sequence
add {Clearfield} to delete what’s there



Follow-up Title bar / KeePass entry mismatch

Chapters/Indigo title bar 

Canada’s Biggest Bookstore

I don’t want KeePass entry named that!

Use custom sequences

for specific windows

Make sure login page is open Click chevron

- select login page



Follow-up Duplicate login page name

When you auto-type (Ctrl-Alt-A)

box pops up

click the one you want



Follow-up Auto-type customizations

Lots of other customizations

available

Should handle just about any

circumstance

https://keepass.info/help/base/autotype.html



Two Good to Miss!

• Join OPCUG before March 31st

• Pay the annual membership fee of $20.00

• Receive a free-year’s membership

Two years for 
the price of one! 

https://opcug.ca/join-or-renew/



• How do you encrypt your HDD/SSD via 
hardware password using BIOS/UEFI?

• Does adding it delete all your current 
data?

Full disk encryption?



• If you are using Windows 10 Pro then 
you can use BitLocker encryption 

• The encryption keys can be created in 
software or stored in the computer’s 
Trusted Platform Module (TPM) chip 
on the motherboard (more common 
with laptops)

BitLocker

Andrew Petrovic



https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/security/
information-protection/bitlocker/bitlocker-overview



• If anyone steals your computer, 
they cannot access the data

• The downside is that if you forget your access 
password, there's no back door in!

• Encryption does not destroy the data on the 
disk (but you would clearly make a backup of 
your data before encrypting it)



Self Encrypting Drives (SED)

• Hardware-based full disk encryption

• Common standards

̶ FIPS 140-2 and TCG Opal 2.0

• Automatically encrypts and decrypts data

(transparent encryption)

• Increasingly adopted by the government and 
military for use in mission-critical applications

• Normally expensive



• But, consider a conventional Samsung SSD

̶ Readily available for purchase for less

than $100

̶ Supports AES 256-bit hardware-based 
encryption

(check the fine print)

̶ Compliant with TCG Opal

(unless FIPS 140-2 validation is required)



• SED’s use an on-drive cryptoprocessor to 
encrypt and decrypt your data

• They generate a unique, randomized, 
symmetric data encryption key (DEK) that’s 
stored in the drive itself

• The DEK never makes its way to the host 
system’s RAM, where it can be attacked

• Furthermore, because the DEK is stored within 
the drive, its value is not known to the user

• Users need to set a unique password on the 
SED to have them lock when powered off



Share

• If you have only a few files or
folders that contain sensitive
information, full-disk encryption
is the sledgehammer fix

• Why not encrypt a single
file, a folder of files, or a
“container”? 

File and folder encryption



https://opcug.ca/Reviews/axcrypt.htm



https://www.axantum.com

“Legacy version”

https://axcrypt.net

“Axcrypt 2”



TopSecret



TopSecret

Right-click







offshore_funds-xls.axx









Encrypt an entire folder







https://opcug.ca/Articles/1609.pdf

Veracrypt
https://www.idrix.fr









































Files from the TopSecret folder
copied to “Drive X:”









Backup trick!

• When you add, edit, or delete files inside the 
Veracrypt container, the date-time stamp on 
the container doesn’t change

• FreeFileSync doesn’t see the container as 
having been modified

• Use touch.exe* (touch Strongbox) to update the 
date-time stamp

* Touch is part of UnxUtils

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UnxUtils





Any other:

Questions

Comments

Shares?



Help wanted with 
presentations!

• Topics

• Speakers

̶ monthly meetings

̶ members’ favourites

̶ Q&A

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca



Tech Café

Clicking, Flicking and Tweeting: 
Social Networking Controversy

Chris Taylor

Monday, March 22, 2021

4:00 pm

Register at https://biblioottawalibrary.ca/en/program?text=tech+cafe



Send your questions,
answers, and topics 
you wish to share to:

SuggestionBox@opcug.ca




