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Free Software:
What Can It Do For You?

● Presented by Adam Hunt

This presentation is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 2.5 Canada Licence
Some screenshots are under GPL 2+, MPL, BSD or other free licences.
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A presentation for 

● The Ottawa PC Users’ Group
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No need to take notes!

● Resources:
● PDF sheet of links
● PDF copy of this presentation
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You may already be using free software!
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In fact you probably are!

● Many popular applications are free software, like Firefox
● Most DSL and cable modems run on Linux
● Android phones are Linux
● Most of the internet’s web servers run Apache on Linux
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Been on an airplane?

● Nav Canada’s weather and ATC systems are all run on:
● Red Hat Linux
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Even my TCL Flip phone

● Runs AOSP (Android Open Source Project)
● Which is Linux
● Plus:

● Smart thermostats
● Smart fridges
● Etc...
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Lots of software is available for free

● Free as in “free beer”
● Free as in “freedom”
● In French there is:

● Gratuit – no cost
● Libre - freedom
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So what is free software?

● Proprietary software - $ (like Microsoft Office)
● Proprietary freeware (like Google Chrome)
● Proprietary shareware:

● Adware, Crippleware, Trialware, Nagware, Freemium
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Free software
● Free Software Foundation definition:

● The freedom to run the program as you wish, for any purpose (freedom 0)

● The freedom to study how the program works, and change it so it does your computing as 
you wish (freedom 1). Access to the source code is a precondition for this.

● The freedom to redistribute copies so you can help others (freedom 2).

● The freedom to distribute copies of your modified versions to others (freedom 3). By doing 
this you can give the whole community a chance to benefit from your changes. Access to the 
source code is a precondition for this.
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Free Licences

● Gnu Public Licence
● BSD Licence
● Mozilla Public License
● Many others
● Licensing matters!
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Free Software

● Let’s look at:
● Some applications available for Windows
● Some free software operating systems
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Free Software for Windows 

● There are 1,000s of free software applications for Windows users
● For any just about purpose
● Most are better designed and work better than proprietary software
● Freely audited code
● No spyware, ads or malware
● Some are professional projects, some are volunteer
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Free software applications for Windows

● Let’s look at 28 applications for Windows
● All have been tested and recommended by

● Me
● Or

● The National Capital FreeNet Free Software Group 
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Audacity
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Calibre
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ClamWin
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FileZilla
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Firefox
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GIMP
(GNU Image Manipulation Program)
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GNUCash
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Gramps
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Inkscape
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jEdit
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Kdenlive
(KDE non-linear editor)
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KeePass
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Krita
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LibreOffice
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LibreOffice Writer
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LibreOffice Calc
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LibreOffice Impress

● What this presentation was created on!
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LibreOffice Draw
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LibreOffice Base
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LibreOffice Math
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mtPaint
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Stellarium
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Sumatra PDF
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Sweet Home 3D
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Thunderbird
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Transmission
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Ventoy
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VLC
(Video LAN Client)
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Free Software Operating Systems

● Linux
● BSD
● Solaris and other Unix systems
● Others:

● Fuchsia, with the Zircon kernel
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Android
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Google ChromeOS
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Thermostats
and other smart IOT devices
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Samsung Linux Touchscreen Fridge
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And even ...
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Linux on the desktop

● Dell Latitude 7490 
● Ubuntu Cinnamon
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What people think Linux users look like
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What Linux users really look like

Photo: Lady Pain 
(Marta Manso)
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What people think Linux looks like
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What Linux really looks like
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Why desktop Linux?
● No cost
● More secure
● Stable
● No crapware
● Drivers
● Easy updates
● Run on old hardware
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Why desktop Linux?
● No need to pirate software
● Software repositories
● Tons of choices and customization
● Does not slow down over time
● No backdoors
● Free support
● Months without a reboot 
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Why desktop Linux?
● Did I mention it is free?
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Who uses desktop Linux?

● Nav Canada
● Federal Aviation Administration
● US Navy
● US Army
● The Indian Courts system
● The French parliament
● Many more
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Just how many Linux distributions are there?

● DistroWatch ranks 275 main Linux distributions
● There are thousands more
● Wikipedia has articles on many
● Linux is all about choice
● Not every distribution is for everyone
● ...but there is a distribution for everyone 
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What is a desktop?

● A collection of front end 
software

● Basically everything you 
see:

● Menu system
● Applications
● Core: file manager
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Ubuntu
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Ubuntu
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Ubuntu
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Kubuntu
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Kubuntu
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Kubuntu
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Lubuntu
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Lubuntu
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Lubuntu
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Ubuntu Budgie
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Ubuntu Budgie
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Ubuntu Budgie
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Ubuntu Budgie
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Ubuntu Cinnamon
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Ubuntu Cinnamon
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Ubuntu Cinnamon
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Ubuntu MATE
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Ubuntu MATE
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Ubuntu MATE
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Ubuntu MATE
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Ubuntu Unity
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Ubuntu Unity



  82

Ubuntu Unity
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Xubuntu
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Xubuntu
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Xubuntu
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SliTaz
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SliTaz
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iBuntu
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iBuntu
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iBuntu
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Wubuntu
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Wubuntu



  93

Wubuntu
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Install Linux yourself
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Or buy pre-installed
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Conclusions

● There is a big world of high quality free software out there
● For Windows and Macs
● Plus free software operating systems

● Don’t miss out!
● Remember: free software protects your freedom
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Get involved!

● Use free software
● Write code
● Donate
● Promote
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Resources

● PDF file of links
● PDF copy of this presentation 
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Questions?
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