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When you purchased that latest-and-greatest piece of software, did you keep the box and the paperwork?Was the licence key or activation code on a sticker on the back of the box?  Did you write it down in the spaceprovided in the user manual?  If you have to reinstall that application, will you be able type in the licenceinformation when required?If you are like many people, and didn’t keep careful records of these types of details, you may need a littlehelp from a utility such as Belarc Advisor to locate the software licence keys that are stored on your computer– somewhere!Once downloaded and installed, running Belarc Advisor will result in the software scanning your computerfor details of the installed software, hardware, and networking, and displaying a detailed report (Figure 1) inyour web browser.

Figure 1.  Belarc Advisor System Report

The report is structured in sections that detail specific aspects of the operating system, the computer and itscomponents, and the installed software.  Many pieces of useful information are provided in the report such asthe details of the CPU, memory, disk storage, communication systems, and peripherals.  One section of thereport lists the installed programs and, in many cases, the associated licence keys.  For example, on mylaptop, Belarc Advisor identified the licence key for the installed version of Microsoft 365 (Figure 2).
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Figure 2.  Software Licence Information

It’s useful to save the web page as a local HTML file that can easily be accessed for future reference.  Forexample, using File > Save Page As... in the Vivaldi browser results in a file named Belarc Advisor - Computer
Profile.html and an associated folder named Belarc Advisor - Computer Profile_files being stored on the harddisk.  The folder contains a CSS file and a number of digital images that are loaded automatically in order todisplay the HTML file as if it were being viewed from the Internet.The license associated with the free version of Belarc Advisor allows for personal use only and results inwatermarks being shown on the displayed report (seen partially in the screenshots).  However, thesewatermarks are semi-transparent and don’t interfere with reading any of the important data contained onthe page.The good news is that Belarc Advisor is free to download and use so, if you don’t currently have a list of thelicence keys for your software products, now would be a really good time to make one and keep it in a safeplace until you need it.
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