Firefox Extensions
by Doug Poulter
 

Many savvy PC users have switched internet browsers from MS-Internet Explorer to Mozilla Firefox, http://www.mozilla.org/products/firefox/. Collectively these users claim Firefox has a better user interface, more functionality, and runs faster, more securely, and with greater stability, etc.  I agree.  However:
 

Adding and updating extensions to Firefox for additional functionality can be both tempting and, from time to time, problematic. Many problems can be avoided by selecting extensions only from those displayed at the trusted source: http://update.mozilla.org/?application=firefox, and not selecting extensions with overlapping functionality.
 

When a little green up arrow appears on the first Firefox menu bar, it indicates that Firefox update(s) are available. (This arrow will appear eventually if you have checked the feature in Tools / Options / Advanced / Software Update. The notification is not instantaneous. Even if you manually initiate a check via Tools / Options / Advanced / Software Update, you may miss some approved updates if the associated Mozilla.org/extensions pages have yet to be outdated. The only way I know to verify as to whether an approved extension update exists, is to click Update for an existing entry of the extension list popup created by clicking Tools / Extensions). 
 

When the little green up arrow appears, click the arrow; you will get a list of proposed updates. While the process proceeds you may or may not be able to use Firefox. Occasionally though, to get some updates to work properly, one must first manually uninstall Firefox, the extension, or other extensions, and then re-install them. The need for such an uninstall/re-install is not always documented and is not handled by the current automatic update facility. (The uninstall/re-install need has recently occurred with the extension Tab Mix Plus). Pending completion of the uninstall/re-install, extension use may be problematic. Figuring out the source of the problem can be tedious. Those managing the development of Firefox have recognized shortcomings of the update process, and will be implementing improvements in upcoming release(s). 

 

Additionally, extensions and their updates can cause problems, because:

· When FireFox is updated, some extensions may not be updated until some days, or weeks later, or not at all.   (NB: some protection is provided when the listed extension says that it is compatible to Deer Park – the next release). 

· As extensions are updated, new conflicts arise, as new, sometimes not yet documented features, are added.

Mid August 2005, I updated my Firefox extensions, and found some difficulty getting a set that worked well together, and provided all the extended functionality I wanted. To resolve conflicts, I had to unload and reload many extensions until I found which extensions were compatible and stable. After some days work, I arrived with the following general interest list which I thought you might find useful:
 

Extensions (enabled: 41, disabled: 0)
* Adblock 0.5.2.039 

* Adblock Filterset.G Updater 0.2.4 

* Add Bookmark Here 0.5.3 

* Auto Copy 0.5.4 

* Bookmark All 1.1 

* Bookmark Backup 0.3.3 

* ColorZilla 0.8.2 

* Context Search 0.2 

* CustomizeGoogle 0.26 

* downTHEMall! 0.9.4 

* File Title 0.2 

* FlashGot 0.5.9.91 

* ForwardFork 0.1.2 

* GoogleScholarOpenURL (VUW) 0.1 

* Groowe Search Toolbar 1.2 

* IE View 1.2.4 

* Image Assistant 0.2.1 

* Image Zoom 0.1.7.1 

* InfoLister 0.8.2+ 

* InFormEnter 0.2.9.8 

* LinkVisitor 1.1.20050315 

* NoScript 1.1.2.20050901 

* Passive Cache 0.5 

* PasswordMaker 0.7.3 

* Print Preview 0.4 

* Resize Search Box 0.0.6 

* RUsure 0.1.2.0.0 

* SearchBox AutoUpdater 0.1.3.2 

* searchcache 2005.06.15 

* SessionSaver .2 0.2.1.028 

* SmartSearch 2.4 

* Sort Extensions 1.1 

* Stop-or-Reload Button 0.1 

* StumbleUpon 2.03 

* Tab Mix Plus 0.2.4 

* TargetAlert 0.8.9.1 

* Uppity 1.2 

* URL Link 1.06.1 

* View Cookies 1.3 

* zoomFox 0.7 

* zoompersist 2005.07.22
Themes (1)
* Firefox (default) 2.0 [selected]
Plugins (12)
* RealJukebox NS Plugin 

* RealPlayer(tm) G2 LiveConnect-Enabled Plug-In (32-bit) 

* RealPlayer Version Plugin 

* Mozilla Default Plug-in 

* QuickTime Plug-in 6.5.1 

* Adobe Acrobat         <== DISABLED 

* GetRight® Plugin  www.getright.com 
* Shockwave Flash 

* MetaStream 3 Plugin 

* Java Plug-in 

* Windows Media Player Plug-in Dynamic Link Library 

* Microsoft® DRM
The functionality of some extensions becomes available only when you turn on display of the associated toolbar, and/or move the associated icon(s) to a toolbar via View / Toolbars / Customize. Other functionality is enabled via extension menu items under Tools. The Tab Mix Plus extension has integrated the functionality of more than 20 other extensions. To get some Tab Mix Plus features, you need to turn them on via Tools / Tab Mix Plus Options. Because of its wide set of features, Tab Mix Plus has the greatest potential of conflict with other extensions. Because of quirks of Firefox, to update Tab Mix Plus and have it work properly, you may need to delete it and then re-install it. Another quirk or incompatibility is associated with the overlapping functionality with SessionSaver. If you also have Tab Mix Plus installed, when you call upon SessionSaver to restore a named session, all existing Firefox tabs and windows may first be closed. If you need Tab Mix Plus but don't need SessionSaver as badly, you might choose to leave it out. While SessionSaver allows saving named sets of tabs, Tab Mix Plus currently saves only the current session, and that when Firefox closes normally.
 

As I previously identified, conflicts can usually be avoided by choosing extensions without overlapping functionality.  For this reason, Tab Mix Plus is likely incompatible with each of the following:
· Basics 

· BlankLast 

· Click2Tab 

· Close Tab On Double Click 

· Flowing Tabs 

· LastTab 

· MiniT 

· Petite Tabbrowser Extensions 

· Reload Tab On Double-Click 

· Scrollable Tabs 

· SessionSaver 

· Single Window 

· Tab X 

· Tab Mix [original one] 

· Tab Clicking Options 

· Tab Bin 

· Tabbrowser Preferences 

· Tabbrowser Extensions 

· TabScroller 

· Undo Close Tab 

· Unread Tabs

Tab Mix Plus provides the functionality of Disable Target for Downloads, if you enable the option "links with target attribute or filetype open in current tab".
As of mid September, the next release of Firefox, 1.5, is in (public) Beta. Its final 1.5 release is expected in November or December. The release incorporates faster page rendering, automated updates, improvements in pop-up blocking,  security enhancements, and incorporation of some of the above tabbing enhancements currently provided by the above extensions. Further details are at: http://www.mozilla.org/products/firefox/releases/1.5beta1.html, and http://reviews.cnet.com/Firefox_1_5_Beta_1/4505-9241_7-31516411-2.html?tag=top. 
 

Enjoy Firefox
